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Source: H. W. Andrews from Zahl papers.



 
Historic Film Clips Celebrate 
Fort Monmouth’s 90th Anniversary:

Installing Communication Poles
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The Signal School at Camp Alfred Vail (later, Fort Monmouth) began teaching pole-line instruction in the 1920s.  Reports show that this was “almost entirely a practical subcourse, consequently dreaded by many at the outset, but was thoroughly enjoyed by all.” 
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Early course descriptions show that instructors initially delivered the course during afternoons in the fall of the year. It required a minimum of study, and kept the class out of doors for a large part of its duration. The curriculum included “several short lectures on the various types of pole-line construction, reinforcement, and wire work; and field instruction and practice in the splices and ties employed in permanent or semi permanent construction, as differentiated from field lines.” The “gentle arts of digging holes, setting poles, climbing them, and working on them after their erection to a vertical position has apparently doubled or tripled their heights” were stressed. 
[image: image5.jpg]


The course allowed officers to give instruction to and correct the errors of the enlisted men who performed this kind of work, and “above all to give a lasting impression of the quantity of physical labor involved in the building of lines which from their graceful appearance when completed might be supposed to have sprung up overnight.”
Lastly, information available on this almost century old course tells us that “Old clothing was the accepted garb for the course and midnight oil was substituted for by leg muscles and those characteristics of our simian ancestors which survived evolution. The subcourse was brief but intensive and turned out accomplished linemen from material extremely raw.”


Over the years, various courses of study at the Signal School could require hundreds of hours in pole-line instruction. By the 1960s, training films played a large part in pole-line training. “Erecting Large Poles” exemplifies one such training film. 

The film tells us that large poles were used to support antennas and to carry open wire and cabling over rivers, rail and road crossings, and other obstructions. They could reach 16-30 inches in diameter at their base, while they usually measured approximately 6-12 inches at the top. Measuring 45 feet or more in length, these poles often weighed anywhere from 1-3 tons.  How was a Signal Soldier to erect these massive poles, which were critical to communications? Watch and see. 
Knowledge Center users click here to view the film:
https://www.kc.us.army.mil/videos.nsf/datenew/20C8462975DBB58985257355004EAC2C?OpenDocument 
All others please contact the Historical Office. 

Read more about Fort Monmouth history during this, our 90th year, at http://www.monmouth.army.mil/historian/.  







Pole-line instruction class, Camp Alfred Vail, 1920s





A lineman in Korea leans dangerously over a cliff to rehabilitate a phone line, 1951





Linemen in action in France, WWI era








