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Historic Film Clips Celebrate 
Fort Monmouth’s 90th Anniversary:

The Big Picture: The U.S. Army Signal Corps
           [image: image2.jpg]



Submitted by:      Melissa Ziobro, CECOM LCMC DCSOPS Historical Office      Date:  September 2007

The Signal Corps-produced “Big Picture” television series ran weekly to keep the nation informed about the Army both at home and overseas.  This episode of The Big Picture (c. 1953), billed as an “official report to the nation from the U.S. Army,” happened to showcase the Signal Corps. Other episodes included titles such as “The Soldier’s Heritage,” “Mission in Action,” “Prelude to Taps,” “The Army Golden Knights Parachute Team,” and “Basic Combat Training.” 
In this film, then Chief Signal Officer MG George I. Back declares that two things contribute to the U.S. Army’s superiority: firepower and mobility. He stresses that these must work together, and tells us that communications, the “heart and soul of the control of combat operations,” enables them to do so. Back stresses that despite any and all research and development efforts and technological innovations, “it is the combat soldier who we serve,” a mantra which sounds very familiar to “One Vision, One mission- The Warfighter.”
Watch for shots of the Myer Center and the section on the Signal Corps Engineering Laboratories, there, as well as the section on the Signal Corps School, here, where “vital parts of the combat team” were trained.
KC users Click here to view the video clip.
All others please contact the historical office. 
Read more about Fort Monmouth history during this, our 90th year, at http://cecom.army.mil/historian/.  
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