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Historic Film Clips Celebrate 
Fort Monmouth’s 90th Anniversary:

Get the Message Through: The Story of the U.S. Army Signal Corps 
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Submitted by:      Melissa Ziobro, C-E LCMC DCSOPS Historical Office               Date:  August 2007

Get the Message Through (1976) tells the story of the Signal Corps from its founding under Dr. Albert J. Myer (namesake of our Myer Center) to its involvement in the Vietnam conflict. Early highlights include the use of telegraph during the Civil War, the adaptation of the telephone to military use, early aviation, and contributions to WWI. We hear from one “doughboy,” who affirms, “When the hell begins, Signal contact becomes a man’s lifeline. Without it, he is blinded.” Watch as Camp Alfred Vail, here, becomes Fort Monmouth; and as the aviation section of the Signal Corps (with hangars in our 400 area) breaks off to become the Army Air Corps (later, the U.S. Air Force). Many of the post-WWI advances mentioned, such as the development of radar, occurred here; even the Pearl Harbor radar credited with detecting the incoming Japanese fleet originated here. 
As the country entered WWII, Signal Soldiers assumed increased responsibility. 41st Infantry Division commander MG Horace Fuller recognized this, stating, “The Chief of Staff and myself have limited knowledge of Signal equipment. When Signal communications functions properly, as we expect they will, expect no praise. But should they fail, expect plenty of hell.” 

The end of WWII did not signal the end of the Signal Corp’s importance, as personnel participated in the Berlin Airlift and other operations other than war.  Humanitarian missions soon gave way to military, as the Signal Corps supported operations in Korea and Vietnam. As the film ends, it lauds the achievements of its day, such as unattended ground sensors and unmanned ground radars. It also looks to the future, promising that a “fully portable, totally modularized, comprehensive communications system is already on the drawing board.” 
(Note: The narration, telling the story of the Signal Corps, begins a few minutes into the film, the introduction of which features music and images of the earliest forms of signaling- noise, line of sight visuals, fire, etc.) 
Knowledge Center users click here to view this film:

https://www.kc.us.army.mil/videos.nsf/datenew/7C0BAFB48D6FE0A78525732F00672BB5?OpenDocument
All others please contact the Historical Office. 

Read more about Fort Monmouth history during this, our 90th year, at http://cecom.army.mil/historian/.  



















