Farewell to the Monmouth Message

By Melissa Ziobro, CECOM Command Historian

A version of the article appeared in the 17 December 2010 Monmouth Message.

Today marks the last print edition of the Monmouth Message newspaper, which since 1950 has
provided the Fort Monmouth community with news, information, and even laughs. Prior to the
Monmouth Message, post newspapers Dots and Dashes, Signal Corps Message, Signaleer, and
Signal Corps Message and Signaleer did the same. The U.S. Army CECOM Historical Office
maintains a collection of these papers in both hard copy and newly created digital files. Both
hard copy and digital files will transfer with the CECOM Historical Office archive to Aberdeen
Proving Ground, Maryland, in March 2011, where they will continue to be preserved as part of
CECOM and Team C4ISR’s Signal Corps/communications-electronics heritage.

Dots and Dashes

According to Signal Corps Bulletin Number 35, August 1926, publication of the Dots and
Dashes newspaper commenced at Fort Monmouth (then called Camp Alfred Vail) in October
1917. The paper measured roughly 10x12.5, slightly smaller than today’s 11.5x15 Monmouth
Message. The oldest Dots and Dashes newspaper in the CECOM archive is dated November 21,
1917. This edition is marked volume 1 issue 5. The CECOM Historians have had no luck finding
volume 1 issues 1-4.

The November 21, 1917 paper is truly an in-house publication, from its irreverent humor to its
typographical errors. Troops had been at Camp Alfred Vail just five months when the YMCA
printed this edition of its weekly “medium to spread cheer and carry useful and interesting items
of information.” Later papers highlighted, in addition to news from abroad, entertainment
available to Camp Vail Soldiers, the local communities’ propensity for “adopting” troops, and
sports (considered an important part in conditioning post personnel as well as a provider of
entertainment and relaxation). Readers today would enjoy looking at the cartoons and
advertisements of the day.

The January 15, 1919 edition of the Dots and Dashes would be the last. The second page reads,
“For a year, two months, and fifteen days Dots and Dashes has acted the role of Town Crier for
Camp Vail...Its issues have been looked forward to with interest by many within and without the
camp. Soldiers who have left here to take sterner parts in the great war have found the little paper
following them...It has been with them in the very front, and has kept an unbroken line of
communication established between the battle fields of France and the north Jersey shore, at
home.”

A large gap exists in the CECOM Historical Office’s newspaper collection from 1919-1942.
Former Fort Monmouth historian and Signal Corps museum curator Helen Phillips’ 1967 History
of the Signal Center and School mentions an Army chaplain assigned to the base who “initiated
and edited a weekly camp paper from June 1922.” But after a nationwide search, the CECOM
Historians have never found any papers published during these years.






The Signal Corps Message

The first Signal Corps Message newspaper of which the CECOM Historians are aware is dated
April 29, 1942. It states that it was “edited by the Public Relations Office Personnel of Fort
Monmouth for the Officers and Men of Fort Monmouth” and published weekly by a local private
publisher. The papers measured roughly 17x21, much larger than today’s Monmouth Message.

The April 29" paper makes no mention of being the inaugural issue, and it is marked volume 1,
number 3. The CECOM Historians borrowed this paper from the Monmouth County Historical
Association and scanned it. The next available paper, part of the CECOM collection, is dated
August 5, 1942.

Again, news of the Signal Corps and greater Army at home and abroad filled the newspaper’s
pages, along with plenty of advertisements and comics such as the Sad Sack. In the 1940s,
photographs appear in the papers. Popular pin-up girls regularly made the pages. While this
might seem unbelievable today, pin-ups were ubiquitous during the war years. The papers also
exhibit a striking viciousness toward the enemy, drawing on both the racist and xenophobic
attitudes common of the period.

The last Signal Corps Message known to exist dates August 9, 1946. It does not mention being
the “last,” so the CECOM Historians are uncertain if any issues were lost to posterity.

The name of the paper reflects Fort Monmouth’s reputation as the Home of the Signal Corps at
that time.
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The Signaleer

During WWII, increased missions required the Signal Corps organizations headquartered at Fort
Monmouth to branch out into the surrounding communities, purchasing and leasing numerous
local sites for temporary use. The Signal Corps Ground Signal Agency (SCGSA) in Bradley
Beach, NJ was one iteration of the Signal Corps Radio Laboratory started at Fort Monmouth in
1917. The SCGSA received permission to publish its own newspaper, the Signaleer. The first
edition of this roughly 10x14 paper debuted on January 18, 1945. The paper was published “in
the interests of SCGSA military and civilian personnel” and was “written, edited, and reproduced
within the Agency.” The weekly paper was the “official medium for the dissemination of vital
news to all concerned, with everyone invited to contribute...”

The last issue of the Signaleer known to exist is the August 15, 1946 edition. It does not mention
being the “last,” so, again, the CECOM Historians are uncertain if some any issues were lost to
posterity.

But, as stated, there are also no Signal Corps Message newspapers known to exist after that date,
either. It is possible that printing of both the Signaleer and Signal Corps Message were
suspended during these weeks pending the debut of the Signal Corps Message and Signaleer.

The Signal Corps Message and Signaleer

By September 27, 1946, the Signal Corps Message and Signaleer had formed the combined
Signal Corps Message and Signaleer. Content remained the same as in the predecessor papers.
The size mimicked that of the Signal Corps Message for most of the paper’s existence. The last
issue of this paper known to exist is dated April 14, 1950.
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The Monmouth Message

Volume 1, Number 1 of the Monmouth Message debuted on May 9, 1950. The paper initially

measured roughly 17x21. The tabloid size used today was adopted with the February 24, 1972
edition.

These papers are a delightful read- an often whimsical “stroll down memory lane,” if you will.
But they are also a one of a kind, concrete resource for students of military, Fort Monmouth,
Signal Corps, CECOM, and C4ISR history, and social history in general. Kudos, Monmouth
Message and predecessors, for all you’ve done for the community past, present, and future!



