Fort Monmouth Boots among First on the Ground in Post WWII Japan
By Melissa Ziobro

Staff Historian
(This article appeared in the 15 August 2008 Monmouth Message newspaper.)
This week marks the 63rd anniversary of the end of World War II. 
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" GREATEST NAVY"
MEANS TO VICTORY

MORE THAN THOUSAND NAVAL
VESSELS ENABLE INVASIONS
THOUSANDS OF MILES APART

"The greatest Navy the World
has ever seen" means more than
just a show of strength for the
more than 100,000 vessels which
comprise it have carried and con-
voyed our fighting men to the
enemy's very door step, and even
beyond his seized frontiers in
Europe. And, there the U. S.
Navy has enabled them to be
supplied with the means to
Victory. Without this huge
array of ships the Navy could
not have fought two determined
enemies simultaneously upon two
fronts separated by thousands
of sea miles. And now, with
Germany vanquished the Navy
will need them to land and
supply a sufficient force to
bring Japan to her knees.

When the Japs hit Pearl Har-
bor 7 December 1941, the Navy
had - some 7,695 ships "On
Hand." That treacherous attack
hastened and enlarged an un-
paralleled program of building,
conversion, and acquisition.

By August 1942, less than a
year later, we had built, con-
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The Japanese accepted the Allies’ surrender terms on August 14, 1945. On August 15, General Douglas MacArthur became Supreme Commander for the Allied Powers and all offensive action against Japan ended. A small airborne advance party of 150 communications experts and engineers landed in Japan on August 28; occupation forces arrived en masse beginning the 30th.

As a Colonel, Fort Monmouth’s own Rex Van Den Corput, Jr. (1900-1960) joined the first American troops to enter Japan with the Army’s advance echelon. 
Corput first arrived at Fort Monmouth in 1929. He held varied assignments here, to include Director of the Signal Corps Laboratories. He left Fort Monmouth in April 1944 and became Signal Officer, Eighth Army, Asiatic Pacific Theater of Operations.
The October 4, 1945 post newspaper recounts how, in that capacity, Corput flew from Leyte to Okinawa with a small party from Eight Army Headquarters. The group waited there during surrender negotiations. They then traveled to Japan in late August to lead the Army of Occupation, making Corput “one of the first Americans to land on Japanese soil,” according to the August 31, 1945 post newspaper.
Peace became official on September 2 with a treaty signing in Tokyo Bay aboard the battleship Missouri. General MacArthur, who headed the Allied delegation and became the military governor of occupied Japan, had this to say:
“Today, the guns are silent. A great tragedy has ended. A great victory has been won…We must go forward to preserve in peace what we won in war.”

According to a May 14, 2008 Congressional Research Service report for Congress, 11,260,000 men and women served in the U.S. Army during WWII. Deaths totaled 318,274. A total of 16,112,566 served in all branches of the military, of whom 405,399 lost their lives. Casualty predictions for an invasion of Japan varied widely but reached over a million.
According to Secretary of War Henry Stimson, “We estimated that if we should be forced to carry [an invasion of Japan], the major fighting would not end until the latter part of 1946, at the earliest. I was informed that such operations might be expected to cost over a million casualties.”
The Army Air Corps dropped atomic bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki, bringing an end to the war against Japan and negating the need for any such land invasion of the home islands.  These atomic bombs were equipped with proximity fuses, on which the Signal Corps Labs here had worked. 

With the war’s end, a Separation Center at Fort Monmouth discharged up to 1,000 men a day between 21 September 1945 and 31 January 1946.
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Corput went on to earn two stars and serve in the Office of the Chief Signal Officer; as Chief Signal Officer, EUCOM, Signal Division, 7890th Headquarters Group, Germany; and as Chairman, Joint Communications- Electronics Committee. He retired in 1955 and died March 12, 1960 at Walter Reed.

A September 20, 1960 ceremony here dedicated in MG Corput’s honor “the grounds bordered in the west by Pearl Harbor Road, on the north by Corregidor Road, forming a quadrant facing the front of Building 2700,” the Myer Center. 
At the ceremony, MG William Hamlin, Fort Monmouth Commander, remembered Corput as “the officer who welded a diverse group of Signal Corps agencies and offices into…a driving force in the development of radar before and during WWII.” He also noted Corput’s “dynamic leadership” and ability “to accept responsibility and to make decisions that saved precious time when time was a precious commodity needed for the defeat of the enemy.”
Corput Plaza was renamed Constitution Plaza in 1987 due to Army emphasis on the 200th anniversary of the constitutional convention. Corput Plaza Drive retains its name.
Corput Plaza dedication ceremony.








