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Name some reserve organizations that train citizens for military service. Go ahead, try it. The National Guard is correct. So is “the Reserves.” But did anyone name the Citizens Military Training Camps (CMTC)?

Authorized by the U.S. National Defense Act of 1920, the CMTC provided young volunteers with 4 weeks of military training in summer camps each year from 1921-1941. Approximately 30,000 trainees participated each year. Those who voluntarily completed 4 summers of CMTC training became eligible for Reserve commissions. The CMTC camps differed from National Guard and Reserve training in that the program allowed male citizens to obtain basic military training without an obligation to call-up for active duty. 
MG Charles P. Summerall, commander of the Second Corps Area at Governors Island, NY, discussed the program in 1926, stating, “If a lad attends the complete courses at the CMTC he is of value to the country in time of emergency, for he is then in a position to impart the knowledge he has learned to those who have not taken the courses.”
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Summerall continued, “But the great feature of the camps is that it gives a lad an opportunity to spend a whole month, free of all expense to himself, out in the open, where he is enjoying plenty of athletic exercise and open air sports, and where he is under the supervision of men who have his best interests at heart.”
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First-year campers generally received basic military training at the camp at Plattsburg, NY. Students who continued with their courses in subsequent summers could train with engineers, field artillery, coast artillery, cavalry, or the Signal Corps, here at Fort Monmouth. 

Prior to acceptance, the Signal Corps required applicants to demonstrate “a sufficient amount of experience in electrical subjects, either through his school or business training, to insure that he will have the proper skill and knowledge to satisfactorily fulfill the duties of a signal officer in time of war.”  Once accepted, trainees learned various means of electrical communication, especially telephone and radio. Instructors taught the reserve officer candidates to install small telephone centrals and to construct field wire lines, as well as to operate the different kinds of army radio sets and message centers. Campers even conducted experimental work in the Signal Corps [image: image3.jpg]


laboratories. 
The trainees dabbled in more traditional signal fields as well. Homing pigeons, utilized around the globe since ancient times, served the U.S. Army as an effective means of communications in WWI, WWII, and Korea. The Signal Corps Pigeon Breeding and Training Section was located here from 1919-1957. The CMTC at Fort Monmouth consequently schooled trainees in the use of pigeons. The birds came in particularly handy during mock battle maneuvers in late August 1928, when one message sent back to Signal Corps Headquarters read, “We are starving, 15 of us without lunch.” The New York Times, which carried that story, reported that a “chow wagon” was sent to the detachment within 15 minutes.
Camp consisted of more than schooling and maneuvers, though. Plenty of time for recreation existed, as MG Summerall promised. The day’s work ended by mid-afternoon, and tennis, track meets, volleyball, basketball, and boxing were all part of a day’s routine. A baseball league was formed in 1927, and the best player on the team won an autographed Babe Ruth bat! Camp chaplain Reverend Clifford L. Miller organized an eleven piece orchestra that year, with plans to play at an end-of-camp dance. Visiting concert parties and movies provided additional on-post entertainment. 
The Camp even provided transportation for trainees who wished to spend their free time at the local beaches. Other off-site haunts included the Rumson Country Club, where trainees took in polo matches, and Red Bank, where they watched airplane races. 
Students clamored to attend the camp at Fort Monmouth. One, Robert J. Boylan, was so anxious to come here that he paid his own railroad fare from his hometown of East St. Louis, Illinois!

Vice-President of the U.S. Charles D. Dawes (1925-1929) declared, “The CMTC present to the youth of this country today an opportunity which should be seized by every young man. These camps teach the advantages and responsibilities of citizenship. They develop students mentally, morally, and physically. They are an asset to the nation.” 

The CMTC were disestablished in 1941 as the nation began to mobilize for the possibility of war. 
Some “horseplay” at the CMTC, Fort Monmouth, 


c. 1929








A trainee works with a radio set, Fort Monmouth CMTC, 


c. 1929.





Photo snapped by a CMTC trainee enjoying some downtime at the Rumson Country Club, c. 1929











