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HD: Dr. Hans K. Ziegler, 88, top Army scientist, space
pioneer (Begin Text)

NEPTUNE -- Dr. Hans K. Ziegler, 88, an ex-German
scientist who played an important role in the U.S.
space program and served as top scientist of the Army
Signal Corps, died Saturday at Jersey Shore Medical
Center, Neptune.

Until his retirement in 1977, Dr. Ziegler served for 30
years as an electronics engineer with Army research
and development at Fort Monmouth, 12 of them in the
top civilian position of chief scientist. At Fort
Monmouth, he was scientific consultant, assistant
director of research, director of the astro-electronics
division, chief scientist, deputy for science and director
of the Army Electronics Technology and Devices
Laboratory.

He made significant contributions to military
electronics, particularly to early phases of the U.S.
space program. One of his key achievements was
directing the development of solar power cells for
satellites and then persuading officials to use the new
technology. He participated in the early Explorer | and
Vanguard satellite projects; Score, the first
communications satellite; Tiros | and I, predecessors
of today's weather satellites; and Courier, the first
communications satellite with the capacity to record
and transmit long messages.
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In 1963 he received a Meritorious Civil Service Award
from the Department of the Army, which cited him as a
pioneer in communications satellites and solar energy
systems to power satellites. At his retirement, he was
decorated with the Army's highest award for
exceptional civilian service.

Dr. Ziegler represented the Army and the United
States in many national and international boards and
committees, and was a member and officer of major
professional associations, which recognized him with
life fellowships and numerous awards. He was a U.S.
delegate of the Academy of Sciences to the
conference of the International Geophysical Year (IGY)
in Moscow in 1958 and in 1964 reviewed research
activities in Antarctica, including the South Pole, under
the auspices of the National Science Foundation.

He was a prolific author of technical publications and
frequent speaker and lecturer at national professional,
academic and community affairs in the United States
and abroad. His biographical data have been
published in "Who's Who in the World," and in
numerous biographical dictionaries. He was a
communicant of St. Mary's Roman Catholic Church,
Colts Neck.

Born in Munich, Germany, he received all his degrees
and started his career as assistant professor at the
Technical University of Munich. After 10 years as a
research engineer with German industry, where he
helped develop electronic fuses for artillery shells, he
came to the United States in 1947 under a
congressionally approved program to recruit German
scientists. He became a U.S. citizen in 1954. He lived
in West End, Long Branch, West Long Branch,
Elberon, Long Branch, and in Colts Neck before
moving to Neptune.

His wife, Friederika, died in 1994. Surviving are a son,
Hans P. Ziegler of New York; two daughters, Frederica
Z. Meindl of Marrietta, Ga., and Christine M. Griffith of
San Jose, Calif.; eight grandchildren; and one great-
grandchild.

A private funeral Mass was held Tuesday at St. Mary's
Church, Colts Neck. Interment followed in St. Gabriel's
Cemetery, Marlboro. The Holmdel Funeral Home,
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Holmdel, was in charge of arrangements.
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DR, HARS K, ZIEGLER

Present Position: Chief Seientist, U.S5. Army Electronics Command

Baucation: B.S. 1932 Em in Electrical Engineering.
M.S. 193k A1l from the Technical University,
Ph.D. 1636  (Munich, Germany.

Previous Positions:

-

Chief Secientist & Technicsl Director, U.S.AmyElectronics Research
& Development Laboratories

Director, Astro-Electronics Division, U.S. Ammy Signal Research &
Develomment Agency

Assistant Director of Research, Siganal Corps Engineering Leboratories

Assistent to the Director of Research, Signal Corps Engineering
Laboratories

Secientific Consultent, Components Department,Signal Corps Engineering
Leboratories

Chief R&D andVice President of RIG (Gemman industrial concerti -

military electronics)

Asslstant Professor,Electrical Engineering, Technical University,

Munich, Germsny

Membership in Profeasional Socities:

Institute of Electricel & Electronic Engineers, (Fellow)

Professional Group on Military Electronics (Member, Administrative
Committee)

American Astronauticel Society (Fellow) (Directorof Northern
New Jersey Subsection of AAS)

Armed Forces Communications & ®lectronics Association (Member,
Board of Directors, Past President of Fi. Monmouth

Chapter)

PFlelds of Professional Interest:

Research and develomment in electrical and electronics fileld, particularly
in military electronics {components, commmnications, surveillance)

Space electronics (major responsibilities for early space accomplieh-
mentes: VANGUARD I, SCORE, VANGUARD II, TIROS, COURIER)
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Dr. Hans K. Ziegler, 88, top
Army scientist, space pioneer

NEPTUNE — Dr. Hans K
Ziegler, 88, an ex-German scien-
tist who played an important
role m the U.S. space program
and served as top s
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- tant, assist-
" ant director

of research,

director of

electronics
division,
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tist, deputy
for science

and. director of the Army

Electronics Technology and De-
vices Laboratory.

He made significant contribu-
tions to military electronics,
particularly to early phases of
the U.S. space program. One of
his- key achievements was di-
recting the development of solar
power cells for satellites K and
then persuading officials to use
the new technology. He partici-
pated in the early Explorer I and
Vanguard satellite projects;
Score, the first communications
satellite; Tiros I and II, predeces-
sors of today’s weather satel-
lites; and Courier, the first com-
munications satellite with the
capacity to record and transmit
long messages.

In 1963 he received a Meritori-
ous Civil Service Award from
the Department of the Army,
which cited him as a pioneer in
communications satellites and
solar energy systems to power
satellites. At his retirement, he
was decorated with the Army’s
highest award for exceptlonal ci-
vilian service.

Dr. Ziegler represented the
Army and the United States in
many national and international
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United States and abroad. His bi-* -
ographical data have been pub--.-

lished in “Who’s Who in the

World,” -and in numerous bio- ..

graphical dictionaries. He was a
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Born in Munich, Germany, he

received all his degrees and

started his career as assistant:
professor at the Technical Uni-

versity of Munich. After 10 years =

as a research engineer with Ger-
man industry, where he helped
develop electronic fuses for artil-
lery shells,
United States in 1947 under a
congressionally approved pro-

he came to the

gram to recruit German scien-

tists. He became a U.S. citizen in
1954. He lived in West End, Long
Branch, West Long Branch, El-

beron, Long Branch, and in -

Colts Neck before moving to
Neptune.

His wife, Fnedenka. died in
1994. Surviving are a son, Hans
P. Ziegler of New York; two

daughters, Frederica Z. Meindl

of Marrietta, Ga., and Christine
M. Griffith of San Jose, Calif,;
eight grandchildren; and one
great-grandchild.

A private funeral Mass was
held Tuesday at St. Mary's
Church, Colts Neck. Interment
followed in St. Gabriel's Ceme-
tery, Marlboro. The Holmdel Fu-
neral Home, Holmdel, was in
charge of arrangements.




