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WASBIHClroN, July 7---Score and Courier, the two electl'C'nic packJ.ges

that opened up today's world of globe-circling aatellite commun1cation.land

foresh&dqvedTelst&r, Relay, SyncOlland the Commun1cationaSatellite Corp.,

were presented by the Ars1.Jy today to the Smithlonian Iut! tution.

Both SCOloe and Oourier were satellite" deTelopedat Fort Monmouth,I. J.,

by what is nowthe Electronics IAboratories of the U. S• .Army Electronic.

Command,a _jor element in the Azmy *ter1el (".omm:O,nd. Th orp.n1Z&tioll

wa_ then the Amy Signal Research and Dcn'elo:smentlAboratorie ••

Score, lent a.loft traa cape hlll1edy (then C&n&veral)on Dec. 18, 1958,

world. But it did muchmore. It proTed that &ct1Te-rel&ytype ntellites

could rec~1Te both voice and teletypewriter signals troa the ground and

e1ther relay them direetly or store them.on _petie tape and carry th_

on to the ne:A.'"t station, to be released on commtmd. If

\Sll'feLL/,.€ /
It ftl· the world'l\ first cOJll11lUD1cationa~

Courier, muchmore sophisticated and w:tth a far greater capacit1' than

Score, was launched October 4, 1960. ActWllly it V&& Courier l-ll, becawae

IIb1rd" in orb1t. Courier could either relAy directly or storo and forward

nearly 4oo}ooo vord.e -- about three DOTela-- in one tour minute pe.s o,"r

a groUDdstation.

Both satellite!! reJor stepa fo1"'lf&l'din the apace age -- Score

(tor Signal Communicationsby Orbiting Belay ~pment) not only opened-...... ....-. .-
(more)



Score-Courier - 2
the sateUi'te cownm1ca ..t!on. &8e, but ft.••• ll'J}""jor boollit t'or 1958'• u. S.

prestige around the 'WOrld.

Score upped the U. S. acon to tOUl' 8uecea.tul 8atelll tea to the

Sonet Union'. three, andb7 transmitting intelllg1ble JIlea_gea it preyedto

the geD. ral public that rtiticial aatell1 tel were 8011111!th!ngmore'than Tehicle.

lAunched to orbit the -.rth tor more or le •• ftgwt scientific purpo.e ••

Fllrthermore, Score 'W&tJ the tir.t U. S. satellite vidble to the naked

~YI!under proper cond:1.tiona. While the actU&1 CODII'llmications pacltagea weighed

:esM than 50 pouniU each •... there were two attached piggyback to a tour-ton

Atla. 1I1881le -- the U. S. Air :Force ach1eTed a -301" triumph 1n orbitiDg the

entire l"Ocke't, plus :p&yloe.d, provid:1ng II. tirat rate T18ual target at sunriae

or sunset.
The Score satellite electronic. packages were de.igned and built by

Bcienti.ta and engineers tram 'the U. S. ArrI:y Electronic. I.&boratoriee at

P...•~r;rt Monmouthunder conditiona ot the greatest .ecrecy-. The one presented

the c itLt'bJ9onian 1a & third, or "'backuP," in ettect a new ".pare tire. It

Only 88 men in-the nation, UIOD8 them the sroup of engineer., techD1ciana

and scientists from the Fort JI):rmcuth lAboratories, knewabout Score aDd 110.

objectives.
At the .&metiM the Fort Mol'DllOuth _n worldng on Project Score were able

'1:'0tell their Y1"" , families and &8aociate8 vb&t they bad been working on

for the pt,St six months, eml!1ng at one .troke W1tely suaplelon about OTert1me

work and un1d.l1d rear" about boondoggling by unknOW1.ll8 aa.oelate ••

Score vas largely d.esigned and built at the L&boratorte8, but -301'

:=amponents were made by a number of contractor." includ1na Rad.10 Corporati<m of



Aaerica, wbich made the t::t'al1Bm1tters an(\ ~~ei",er. ·to laboratories specitication

Score remained in orbit and active for. 34 da.~ betore its perigee drop~d

80 10Y that it burned up in the a.tmosphere. It had an initial apogee ot 920

m.i~esand a perigee of llO miles. Its initial orbit period was 10~.46 minutes.

Its information frequencies were 132.435 and 132.095 m.egacycles, and its

beacon lOT.94 and 107.97 megacycles.

voice talks or teletypewriters operate.

1'he 500-pound Courier vas So complete satellite. The electronics package -

an exact duplicate of the backup satellite being presented to the Smith.oman,

that is, it could and did relay photographs or other pictorial material.
subs I~ IARt

The It'bird" itself vas built by Ph1lco Corp., a •• Mllt-of the Ford

Its tremendous capacity 'WaS achieved by sophisticated ground equipalent that

took ord1Dar",fpunched teletypewriter tape or _petie tapes ot thE hUlll&J1 voice



vas launched by a Irhor-Able-S<t;ar m:1.ssL.e and acb.i~ved 8. near-perfect orbit Viti,
\

a period of 106.9 minutes, an apogee (/ -:67 miles and a perigee of 586 miles.

Its information frequency was between 1700 and 2300 megacycles, its telemetry-

frequency 108 and ita beacon 101.9 megacycles.

It operated successfUlly tor 11 days, relaying millions ot wordsboth

photograph ever sent into space and returned to earth# with the fa.csimi1e-

type transmtssiol1 being :madeduring one four-m1nute pass over the Fort Monmouth

A f'urther sidelight on its efficient operation was the cozrf'ersationsbetW'~e'1

the technical crews at Fort MomIlouth and. Puerto Rico. Whennormal land and

have much greater band.wldths than Courier and can therefore relay not only

messagesbut television. AndSyncom,doing a lazy figure 8 om in apace over

one spot of the earth is not limited 1n operating time by an orbit.


