Under the Laboratory Administrative Division, the Medical Bection
wes established on April 20, 1942 (Memo #87 - SCCDL) with Headquarters
at Fort Monmouth, New Jersey. In an attempt to render médiecal service
te all Luboratories under the Jurisdiction of the 8ignal Corps General
Development Laboratory, the following additional infirmaries were
establisheds

Estontomn Infiraery = = = = = = = = = = = Jue 1942,
Steinbach Infirmexry - - « « = = « « = « = July 1942.
Civilian Training Infirasry -~ - - - - -~ = Aug 1942,
Camp Coles Infirmery - - - - = - - ~ - - Aug 1942,

In January 1943, as & result of the merging of the Signel Corps
General Development Laboratory and the Radar Group, additional medical
unite, the Caup Evans Infirmsry and those of sreas attached %o the Radar
Laboratories, were brought under the supervision of the Mediesl Director,
Signal Corps Laboratoriss.

Since War Depurtment Ciroular #211, Sec. 3, dated Oct. 8, 194l
placed the Medical Service im all Army-opersted industrisl plants under
the Service Command, inm April 1943, the Industrial Medical Division wes
trangferred to the Second Service Command as suthorised, to be supervised
by the Director, Surgicel Division, Post Hospital, Fort Monmouth, N, J,
Another infirmery wes sdded at this time located at the Ked Bank Standards
Agenay. |
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an attempt to luprove the genersl welfure of civilien employees in Avgy-
opersted Industrisl Plants and to maintsin sanitary and hesithful working
conditions snd to aid the government worker in producing efficlently and
%o fell working capselity, it csrried cut the following programs

In accordance with War Depsrtment polley of mediocsl service to
civilian employees of Army-operated Industrial Plauts, sanusl periodie
medical exeminations of all employecs were conducted during the year with
& view %o helping them improve and msintain health through the discovery
and correction of ailments wiieh they may anot be awere of, but which later
night impeir their heulth seriously. The examinstion conducted was
similar to that of tue pre-employment,

Because of the rupid expansion of the Sigual Corpe Laborsteries, and
with the approval of the U. 8, Civil Service Commission, pre-employment
examinations were conducted by Lhe private physiclans of the sppliocsnts
prior %o April 1943, making it impossible for the Industrisl Medicsl
Divigion w0 w those exan.nsbione properly, Pre-smployment sxeming-
tions were vonducted throughout this year with & view to plecing the
employee in the position to whieh he or she is best suited, Duminationg
consisted of complete medical aud surgieal history, complete physical
examinstion, test of eyesight and hearing, bleed pressure resding,
blood test for syphills, Xeray plotures of the chest o doteot tubereulosis
szpecially of spplicants whose physicel eusn natdon suggested the possibility
to tubsreulosis.

Dur ing turmgﬂmmﬂthMGwpmumt.
sonducting resesre: and development work, und sent %o various parts of
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insuring their health while on travel duty. Those sent to Arctie
reglons were given thorough physical examinations to determine their
fitness for this type of work., Im addition, those employed¢s desiring
impunization ageinst small pox were vaccinated.

In January 1943, the Medical Department assisted in establishing
& Medical Unit at the Vail Dormitories for the purpose of caring for
civilian employess temporarily housed there. The infirmary and medieal
staff provided by the U, 8. Public Health Service, were supervised by
the Medieal Director, snd instructions given as to the isolation and
treatment of patients sitn communicable snd contagious disesses, tie
maintenance of senitary living conditicus, eve.

In June 1943, in conjunction with the U, 5. Publie Health Service,
& chest X-rsy survey was sade of all luborutory employees in order to
detect those having evidence of tuberculosis infectdon, and 11,000 were
i-rayed. Positive findings were reported %o the local health officials
and sction tuken accordingly.

As part of our edusationsl progrsm, the Security Section and the
~ Sector Alr Redd Wardens vere instructed by medical persoanel in first
aid work. Mtnﬁnﬁmtﬂawumommumh
exercise thelr funetion in the advent of an emergemcy should & doctor
or nurge not be available,

In May 1943, & cowrse in Industrial Nursing was presented ut the
Monmouth Memorial Hospital by the Rutgers University Extension Division
under the dirvection of Dr, Carlisle snd was attended by all nurses of
the Bignal Corps lLaborastories, This course served to better acqusint

2o o

25 i



ST
medicel personsel with industrial medieal problems and their proper
solution, _

!&nmhhaﬂnﬁamludﬁow.wmﬁm
wore mode of the cafeteriag with stiention directed to the mainiensnce of
proper sanitary conditions, Food handlers were pericdically examined for
sny indieation of disease, Tests were also made weekly of all weter
supply systems of the Laboratories and any defieiencies noted and corrected,

Supervision wes made of plant hygiens, waste disposal, ventilation,
1ighting, noise snd vibration control snd housekesping with a view to the
provention of injuries end 1lluesses of employees,

The Medical Department hes sttempted to decresse the number of
aceldents sustained by employees in the performance of duty by recommending
protective measurss and cooperating with the safety program. Progress
along thies line is evidenced by the fect that industrial disebility
frequency retes are now at & low level,



