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married officers and ‘m“:l' mind) I wag looking for a way toc help junior
that the Army had g3 rlilu:ﬁ "en. The Chief of Staff of AMC suggested to ne
were on the verge of being Y ambulance cars which were not being used, and

declared surplus. Could I make use of thes?
He agreed to send gne

. t
it. When it arrived p mu ?ﬂu.rlt: Monmouth so I could see what could be done with

existence. The car hag buu.: bﬂ" I had never previcusly been aware of their
a stainless steel kitchen Uithhuut in 1952 and was in mint condition. It had

and lots of cabinet gpace. electric range, large refrigerator, double sink

At the other end there were two toilets shower
twh One-person roomett s B :
in between was the ui;‘ + T¥O triple-tier bunks and lots of storage lockers.

ward :
rhe lower bunk was convartin With four tiers of triple bunks along each wall.

® to a pair of facing double coach seats.

The bunks/seats in the ward ve | | .
the car, which fit well et t;: readily removable without damage to them or

proviso that whatever I did to the car, it
h::i to be restorable to the ambulance car configuration gquickly in case of
n .

Ne removed the bunks and seats from the ward and installed a thin partition
across the middle of the car with a door in the center. One room thus created
became@ the bedroonm, large enough for issue twin beds, two chests of drawers
and a night table between the beds. The other room became a sitting room,
furnished with an issue sofa, two lounge chairs, three end tables, a cocktail
table, and both floor and table lamps. With very moderate expense, and in
ghort order, the car was ready for use by a family with one or two children!

I had color photos and slides made of the converted car, then went to Washing-
ton and presented a briefing to request allocation of the remaining 82 cars.
I found the existence of such cars was not very well known, and received many
questions about them and their cperation.

My request for the cars was disapproved for two reasons:

1) Congress keeps a very close held on family housing in all its forms.
By keeping on-post housing below requirements it forces military persomnel to
rent off-post housing, which is good for the local economy and qcﬂdjnr the
Congressman at reelection time. Congress did not like my intrusion inta the
family housing arena.

yl} nrgx {the National Rail Passenger cﬂrpnrat%nn} um?ad the ::?rs Eui
use in passenger service. When AMTRAK was created it inherited a fleet of

cbsolescent and poorly maintained cars from tha bankrupt railrcads. ANMTRAX
sorely needed an infusion of cars in good condition.

(AMTRAK got most of the cars, and promptly used most of thea for baggage and
crew dormitory cars. Only half a dozen wers actually converted ta

buffet/lounge cars and used to Carry passengers.)
In the process of preparing my request for allocation of the ambulance cars I

became interested in the history of railway hospital or aabulance trains, and
began to research it.

A few months later I received an interesting phone call from the Army Chief of
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