MONMOUTH MESSAGE, 1 October 1980

Four men directly responsible for the success of
the Courier communications satellite are cap-
tured in this photograph which was sent to the
satellite through facsimile equipment and sent
back by Courier to the earth station in a relay
process that took about five minutes. At the
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station control console are (l.-r.) George F.
Senn, Army Signal Research and Development
Laboratory Courier project director; Samuel E.
Findler, Courier earth station manager; Pierce
W. Siglin, project manager; and Walter P.
Teetsel, in charge of all earth stations.
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By HARRY CONOVER graph messages at the rate of slightly more than 67, 000
Twenty years ago, on Oct: 4, 1960, the Defense words a minutes. et
Department’s communications satellite Courier was Courier communicated with two stations, onethe =

blasted into an éarth orbit, the precursor of today’s Courier earth station in West Deal, Ocean Township, '
satellites that carry radio and television signals to all the other in Salinas, Puerto Rico.
parts of the world. Each time it passed over an earth station, Army
Borne into orbit by an Air Force Thor-Able-Star _engineers loaded the satellite with hundreds of
missile launched from Cape Kennedy, Courier carried ‘thousands of words in teletypewriter code. In the 14
radio transmitters and receivers and t&pe recorders ~minutes. it_stayed within range of either station, |
developed under the direction of engineers of what - Courier picked up or transmitted, or did both simulta- &8
was mentagAmyStgnalReseamhandDevelopment . neously, 773,893 words of the King James versionof ¥
Laboratory, here, - the Bible and still had two minutes’ time to spare.
Two key figures in the Courier program still are During the 18 days its communications system was
~ employed here and both are still involved in military - in opemtiqg Amuﬂgmmmemdmghf -
satemte cammunications They are Samuel E.

: has. 37 years of S0 e dsvion e
chief ot,'i‘act&a’l M.Eqmpment Techniques Division

- ot De ations Directorate of the Army ~  loss in°
- - ons Agency, here. A veteranof st
Qywsefmm ‘Maresca is acting director

“of the Engineering Development kate at the
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- Courier began to receive, store and, on tommand
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upedChnstnias message.
‘Project SCORE’s com-
. mnnications emﬂpmem, in‘the‘ :

here.gonen by men. who did not

‘rwentyyearsago,onnee l& L
MSCOR! mm:mtgnmmmntnsedanduw

tions. ; - message to be carried were
_ known only to 88 men who had
to know. The five men who
_remain here, were among
_about a ‘dozen men at Fort

know " -how the - components\

early Space A
hunchmg date, “details of the

Monmouth who were members

.others have since retired.
-SCORE’s success was a
mltter of some concern for

_several hours after the
;.hunching -The Eisenhower
'e ' message could mot be. trig-’

- gered until the satellite came
?evelopment Baboraﬁory.

over the western United
States: The message was

"copied there and then a clear

. copy was made as the space-

today, four of them sun in-

volved in military satellite

- craft passed over Cape Ken-

nedy.
Even gettmg me message
ahoard satelhte ‘was a

communications. They are

Samuel P; Brown, Atianszc:

o/ torate, was at a sCORE Mn‘

| ing post in' Potterdam, Calif.,
along with Strimple whb s

the agen
cy’s Systems mwglopment Of-

l!viw is acﬁm :
the Communications
"Center ‘in the Army

mutiications Research and Des

fice, wantammmstm

Rathel‘ tlmn delay the “acronym for,_s ace Com:
launching, Brown, who-led the munication by Orbitmg Relay
Fort Monmouth team at the Equipment, was a primitive
cape, took ‘a chance that no - device. But it was the pre
one would hesr the message éursor of all cu;-:m 1
andmmmditmtothesat-»-»'~ unications satellites tha

ellite by radio. Fortunately, no.
amateurradiooperaxor picked

"Tlnsisthe nis%dent of the .
United ‘States srpe*aktng
'l'hrough the marvels of scien-
tific advance, my voice is eom-_
ing to you from a satellite point to point; for picking up
circling in outer space. My - information at one earth sta-
message is a_ ample one. ' tion, s _relayin

Through this unique means 1 to anothergind for the trans
convey to you and all mankind mission of messages insertec

Eop
,ieaslbllity of using a satellite
‘as a vehicle for relaying com
munications directly from
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, SATCOM Agency, -
? e element of COR
"ADCOM. The agency is the
“Army project manager or.

ganizatinn for saxelme comj:.

miuals for satellite com
~ munications and other satellite
systems for. nse of the US
mnducts test programs for al
military satellite communica
tions in both the research anc. S s : o ;
deveiopment and 0991‘83093 - PROJECT SCORE — Samuel P, Browh points to a detail of Project SCORE
. stages . ’sMelfnte ommumcohons equipment in Army Communications - Electronics
‘Fifty termhals the agencyvj‘ s he recalls 1958 launching with {left fo right) George
&veloped are deployed singly * g | E. Findler and Dominic L. LaBanca. Disploy at Fort
or-in combination in the U.S. museum marks President Dwight D. Eisenhower's fronsmm‘mg
-and on sites around the world. _ his Chnstmus message through the satellite.
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