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Command Sergeant Major Melvin M. Dobson entered active duty in June of 1968. He completed basic training at Fort Ord, California and Advanced Individual Training at Fort Gordon, Georgia as an avionics radio repairman.
His first assignment was with the 3rd Battalion, 84th Field Artillery (Pershing), as a tropospheric team chief. Dobson served five tours in Germany.

He holds a Bachelor of Science degree and graduated from the NCO Academy, the Tactical Electronic Equipment Advanced NCO Course, and the United States Army Sergeants Major Academy.

His awards and decorations include the Legion of Merit, Bronze Star Medal, Meritorious Service Medal (Fifth Oak Leaf Cluster), Army Commendation Medal, Army Achievement Medal (One Oak Leaf Cluster), National Defense Service Medal (Two Awards), Good Conduct Medal (Eight Awards) and the Southwest Asia Service Medal. 

CSM Dobson and his wife, Judy, have three daughters: Jennie, Melissa, and Crystal. 

