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Command Sergeant Major Michael D. Crista, a native of Arkansas, entered the U.S. Army on 26 January 1962 and attended initial training at Fort Ord, California. Since entering the Army, he has served two tours in Europe, two tours in Vietnam and one tour in Thailand, Taiwan, and Hawaii.

His stateside assignments include duty with the 2nd Armored Division, Fort Hood, Texas, and the 11th Signal Brigade, Fort Huachuca, Arizona. Command Sergeant Major Crista has served in numerous noncommissioned officer leadership positions. Highlights include service as Sergeant Major of the 47th Area Support Group, United Kingdom; Command Sergeant Major of the 142nd Signal Battalion, 2nd Armored Division, Fort Hood, Texas; the 72nd Signal Battalion, 7th

Signal Brigade, Germany and the 40th Signal Battalion, 11th Signal Brigade, Fort Huachuca, Arizona. Prior to his assignment at the U.S. Army Communications‑Electronics Command he was the Command Sergeant Major of the 160th Signal Brigade, 5th Signal Command, Information Systems Command, Europe.
Command Sergeant Major Crista has attended the Noncommissioned Officer Academy, Senior Noncommissioned Officer Orientation Course, and the Army's Sergeants Major Academy. His awards and decorations include the Legion of Merit, Bronze Star Medal, four Meritorious Service Medals, three Army Commendation Medals and the Meritorious Service Unit Citation.

Command Sergeant Major Crista is married to the former Melody J. Daugherty. They have three

children ‑‑ Katherine, Jonathan, and David.

