INTERVIEW WITH BOB JUDGE

VOLUNTEER FOR "INFOAGE"

Camp Evans

7/01
A: We're at Camp Evans, Wall Township, New Jersey.

Q: You're name?

A: My name is Bob Judge and this is going to be the future home of Infoage, a science learning center. You can access our website at www.infoage.org. 

Q: And this is an old hotel, right? [building at Camp Evans]

A: Yes. This was the original hotel built by Marconni in 1912 and it was a 40-room hotel. Now, the rumor is, what we can develop is why is it still standing since 1912? When Marconni went to build this, one of his competitors, and we haven't found out who it is, had a laboratory and he had a fire and it burned down. And Marconni said, That's not going to happen to me. So, inside this building it's a bomb-shelter. There are steel trusses in the roof. As a matter of fact during World War II, the Army put steel walls up in the basement to use it as a bomb shelter. So, that's the main reason that the building is still standing. Even look at the Spanish-tile roof that's on it. 

The Marconni buildings that were in Edison, in the Edison area, were just torn down last summer. And we were very fortunate because the demolition gentleman up there said, Hey, I can remove some of the weight of the product I have to take away. He called us and he says, Take whatever you need. We went up there for a couple of weeks and we took enough tiles off the roof of the building up there that some of the buildings here that need the roofs replaced, we can do it with the tiles.

We also want to restore the Marconni building, the Marconni hotel here as much to its original, the way it originally was. And in order to do that we need mouldings and doors and windows and things like that. We have some of those. So we were very fortunate. The big piece that I got up in Edison was in the kitchen there was a walk-in icebox that had two doors, one with a half-Dutch door and the other one with a full door, so they could keep milk in the half-Dutch door and walk in to get meats and everything in the other one. I took all the doors and the mouldings and everything and we carted it down here because that's what was here and that wall is missing. So, in order to replace that, we're going to be able to do that.

The reason that Marconni had brought his people here and put up a 40-room hotel, it's 1912, there's no automobiles. So, how could somebody get to work? They'd have to come by horse or horse and wagon, so he felt it was better if he had them here, kept the employees happy. The laboratory itself is down the hill on the water and we think it's restorable. Again, it's a brick building with cement and the roof of that had been replaced, but we think we might have enough tiles to do that.

Now across the street you'll see some cottages. They're also from the Marconni era, too. That's where his management people lived. And they were set up as, there's two of them over there, set up actually as homes. So when the Army eventually took this over, they used that in order to justify the commandant, who was over here at the camp.

The other building that is a Marconni building is that power building, the powerhouse over there. It's had a lot of alterations, but we think that we can also restore it.  Notice that the roof has been replaced on that, too, but if we have enough of these tiles.

Now, what was interesting about going to Edison to get the tiles, they're all dated on the back. The manufacturer puts a date on them when he makes them and they're the correct date. So they were 1912, 1913 tiles. Fantastic.

Q: That looks brand new, that roof.

A: Yes. There is not too much damage inside. The problem is not being occupied for the last four or five years, that's when all the problems occur. The paint's peeling inside. We're getting water problems. The Army has removed all the sewers in the camp, so therefore there's no drainage here. So, even water running off the roof has no where to go, so it's going into the basement of that building. There's a few inches of water in that basement.

Now, just a few years ago, that heating system in there was working. Now it won't work because part of it's under water. 

(Sound, traffic and walking)

Let's walk down to what is referred to as the "Diana" Site and that was where everything, all the satellites and everything that were ever shot up were monitored from. It's not the original antenna, it's not the one you see there today. We're very fortunate. We have two people who had looked at this site. One of them is Professor Katz at Trenton State College and the other gentleman lives down in Brielle and they think that this last antenna that's up down here, this last dish, was built from parts right off the shelf. So they think that they can get it back in operating condition again, which would be fantastic. Imagine the kids are able to go in there and are actually sit down and watch this thing operate. I mean it doesn't have today's modern technology, but at a time it was the leading technology that was around here.

Q: Now, they call this the "Diana Site." What does that mean, the "Diana Site?"

A: That I don't know. It must have had some sort of meaning at its time. Fred [Carl] might be able to tell you where it got its name from. Probably a collection of letters.

Q: But Diana was the project.

A: Yes, it was the name of the project.

Q: And that was, bouncing . . . What was that project?

A: Well, that was, so that they knew that they could bounce FM radio off the moon and that's what they wanted to do. So, they did that at the Diana site, I think that was 1946.

[walking sounds]

Now, Fred lives about two blocks west of here and I live across the river to the north. I live in the next town. But, from my house you can almost see this site.

Q: What got you involved in this?

A: Well, first of all I am probably more involved in miniature things, model railroading, miniature circuses, all kinds of stuff like that. I belong to a model railroad club that's been in Asbury Park and Long Branch for almost 40 years. And we model Jersey City, New Jersey, to Scranton, Pennsylvania. So, we're running out of space. We're looking for a new home. So, when I first got in touch with Fred, I had asked him is there any availability of space for a model railroad club here. He said, well, how are you going to tie model railroading into a Marconni site? That was easy. Marconni, when he was trying to sell wireless, decided a good customer would be the railroads. So, what he did was he went to Binghamton, New York, and he set up a wireless system on the railroad running from Binghamton to Scranton, Pennsylvania. And he put a tower in Binghamton, a tower in Scranton, and an antenna on the train. And he was able to broadcast to the train from Binghamton and then relay it to Scranton. 

Now, the very interesting thing was, his number one salesman that sold that to the railroad was David Sarnoff. So, that's how Sarnoff got involved with Marconni. He was a salesman for him. So, there's a perfect tie right there to start the whole thing off.

So, I said to Fred, I said, Well, I said, that's what we'll do. We'll show the kids how wireless radio started as far as railroads are going and how railroads progressed with communications from that point to now. So, our display has to be that, whether it be signals or how the railroad operates, and nowadays with satellites. So, what a perfect tie-in for a communications science center, eh?

Now, Fred lives just a couple blocks west and he's in the communications industry. He's very involved with computers now with IBM. He has been on this project from '93, '94 because his background is, he was a teacher, so that's how he got involved, saying, Hey, they're going to tear this thing down! Look at the history that's here. And being that he lives so close and that he grew up in the area -- I think he's originally from Ocean Grove -- he is also, I think, the third largest grower of dahlias in the state of New Jersey. (laugh) Pretty interesting guy. And you talked to him today, so you know what kind of memory he has. I mean, he blurts out names and spellings and things, and I don't even remember what I had to eat today. (laugh)

Here's what they refer to as the Diana Site. It's a separate site from Camp Evans. It's got its own separate fence all around it. The dish that you see there, I think that's 60 foot, if I'm not mistaken, across the top of that dish. And you'll notice that it's connected by pipes and all kinds of wiring to that building, because it was controlled from that building.

The little small house next to the big dish, that's where they kept a heating system, and it had propane fired up the heating system because they had to heat the base of the dish so that the workers could work in there in all weather conditions.

[Stop. Gate opens. Chains and gate sounds. Traffic.]

So, just with these two buildings on this site, this is where there's enough places so they could house all their equipment and everything so they could run this site. The wooden towers that you see there, I believe that those were the things they used during World War II. They had airplane spotters here and they also used to look for submarines offshore. And I understand there were even some more of these around on this piece of property.

But, just in recent years, the government has used this for a training ground. I think the FBI has been in here and the Army when they need just a building where they conduct some sort of exercise.

But all the things that went on here. This is fantastic, the size of this dish. From what I understand, it has a broad scope on it, where nowadays the antennas are able to focus down narrower. So we're going to live with it the way it did operate. But won't it be great when we can, we can bring kids in here. There's enough room, we could bring two or three school buses in here and show the kids how the thing actually operates, and then they could go inside and look at a screen and see something from what we find out there in outer space.

Q: What is the condition of the machinery in that, do you have any idea?

A: Well, the machinery, like these two fellas said, they think that it can be put into operation. They think there's enough on there. Now the only thing that we were able to do is, about a year ago when we were able to come onto the properties, we painted the base of it just to put some paint on it. Now, notice it's starting to peel up higher. We weren't able to get up that high on it, but at least we got a coat of paint on the base. But there's been an awful lot of vandalism on these buildings, as you can see. There's no way you're going to keep these kids out because there's no one patrolling here all the time. Army property. Wall township police aren't going to come in here to patrol.

Q: OK. That's fantastic.

A: One of our big dilemmas is that the Army generated their own power here. So, if and when we take over these buildings, we're going to have to make a connection to local power. They had two big generators in two garages over there and they've since removed them. Same thing here, again it's their own power.

Now, this is the . . . Let's go look at the other one if we can get in here. [walking sound]. I always come out of here with poison ivy or whatever. No, we're not going to be able to get in here. This is . . . There's a heating plant in here that's run by propane. So, they had constant heating in the base of the antenna.

Q: Did somebody work in there?

A: Yes, because that's how you got up to service it. You went in through the inside. See all the pipes going in here? Well, some of them are bringing back the signal and others are bringing in the heat to heat this thing in all weather.

[walking sound]

[Inside antenna base, echoing sound] So, if somebody's working in here, you got to heat it. But, look at how you have access up to the top of it. Great. But these guys seemed to think this is. . . they can put this back in operating shape and get a signal from it. And then the signal would go along through the cable into the base house here and there is where they would do all the work with whatever, you know, interrupt the signal. 

Q: What are these. . . Oh, these are just power.

A: These are all power supplies, right. 

Q: These are breakers. So there's no . . . the actual . . . Oh, this is where the signal came, huh? No, this looks like it controlled the, the direction of the. . .

A: Indicator panel. Oh, this is just a panel to indicate what's powered up on it. OK. 

We came in here one time about a year ago and Drug Enforcement had used this for, they were making some movies inside that building there, because they left all their paraphernalia laying around when they got all done. (laugh)

But living across the river from here, just within the last two years, they have used this as a training ground where all of a sudden they'll say that, um, without telling Wall Township police or anybody, they'll just come in here with helicopters. Come into one building, do some training in there, get in the helicopter and leave. So it was as if some dignitary was kidnapped and foreign people were holding him in a building and this is perfect buildings to do that in. So they would come in, show how they were going to access the building, and then jump and gone.

Q: What do you think about that as a use for a site like this?

A: Well, it's owned by the Army and the Army is just using anything that they can get their hands on. It happened to be convenient. So, if you had FBI people training in Sea Girt at the training camp there, this is so close, there's nothing here, they'll say, why don't you just use the buildings at Evans. And they never told anybody. Scared the life out of a lot of people living out here. They see waves of helicopters coming in and be there for ten minutes and be gone. Fascinating. (laugh)

But, remember, the Army does anything they want to do. [walking again]

This is like getting in a ship, isn't it? [slams door]

But see the kids can get in here so easy and nobody's monitoring it. That's the dilemma we have all over. They cut a hole in the fence right by a bush and they just come in. Recently, there's a guard on the gate at the camp, but he's only here when the contractors are here. When all the contractors leave, he locks up and goes home and its the responsibility of Fort Monmouth Police to patrol it. They do, but maybe only once a day, so they really don't see things in here.

Two weekends ago, the ironic thing is that the kids, or someone, broke into the guardhouse and stole their radio. (laugh) [walking]

This is a lot going on just for two buildings and one antenna, huh?

I think that this is the fourth dish that was here. And like I said, we're lucky. The two people who think they can get it running say the Army bought it right off the shelf, so they thing that if they're any parts available, they'll fit this.

The one fella from Brielle who's on the project? He has one in his yard, so he knows what he's talking about, not quite as big as that.

Q: What are the zoning laws? (laugh)

A: (laugh) I didn't ask him.

Q: Ah, excuse me but I'm getting Mars on my TV set . . . Do you think it has anything to do with your giant antenna? (laugh)

END OF INTERVIEW

