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SUBJECT3 m of First Signal Comparny and Company D, Signal Cerps

T AT iy e )

TO: Cauanding General
Signal Corps Cemjer :
Fort Mommouth, New Jersey
ATTN: Hlstorical Branch, ACofS8, CG=3

1. Inclosed are two copies of an unedited 1943 histericsl report
of the First Signal Company, which briefly traces the Company's early
history. This report forms the unclasuified pertiom of a file on the

in the Signal Corpe Histerical Section, Departmental
Records Sranch, ACGO, 219 Morth Lee Street, Alexandria, Virginia, The
still classified portion of this file deals exclusively with activities

2« The inclosed copies are for retention in the histarical srchives
&t Fort Mommouth.

3« The Historical Division, Signal Corps Intelligence Agency, has
recammended that the Office of Technical Lialson, Office of the Chief
Signal Officer, ferward to the historical archives at Fort Mommouth a
printed item on Company D, Signal Corps (Field) - containing a picture
of the Company, the menu for its first Christmas bancuet (1908), and
& brief histary - together with a large photograph of the Company taken
on the Fort Omsha parade grounds in 1909,

/8/ John ¥V, Mills
1 Incl JOHN Vv, MILLS
Copy lst ind fr Colonel, Signal Corps
lst Sig Co, 21 May L3 Commandlng
with attached ltr,
21 May L3 (in dupe)




SLOFH/0C=PO 3heT (L Peb 54) st Ind ' Miss Pnillips/ig
SUBJIECT IE:ist,uw of First S8igmal Coampany and Company D, Signal Corps
Field)

HEADOUARTENS Signal Corps Center and Fert Hommouth, Fort Mommouth, Hew
Jersey 24 FEQ 1954
701 Commanding Officer, Signal Corps Intelligence Agency, Roem 3054,
Hain Havy Bullding, Washingtom 25, Ds C. ATTENTION: Historical },
Division /ﬁﬁi} \
i

ls Fecelpt ef history of Company A is acknowledped wiiiceiemies, |
N
2. This headguarters has not recelved history of Company D. \f

FOR THE COMUMARDIRG QENERALS

1 i?;l W. W. RITTER
1st Lk AGC

f I
Asst Adf Gen



HEADQUARTERS
US ARMY SIGNAL CENTER AND SCHOOL
FORT MONMOUTH, NEW JERSEY

SIGOAO-4
16 November 1967
MEMORANDUM FOR: Colonel McIntyre, Deputy Commandant

SUBJECT: Ist Signal Company's Guidon

1. As per our conversation of some time ago reference the lst Signal
Company's Guidon, I went to the Office of the Chief of Military History in
Washington to determine the whereabouts of the organizational historical
properties of the 121st Signal Battalion in order to withdraw the battle streamers.

2. Idiscovered that all historical properties have been stored at the
Defense General Supply Center, Richmond, Virginia, but are being relocated
to the Army Depot at New Cumberland. I was advised that at this moment
it is virtually impossible to locate anything belonging to the 1st Division
much less the 121st Signal, but that the military history department should
have a complete set of inventory cards in about four months and to try again
then.

VA
L
~ ra

JAMES D. ROBEATSON
}Olajﬂr, Signal Corps
f,.f' Operations Div, OAQ
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the border campaigns, and was in the expeditionary foree to Vera Cruse
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In May 3917, under command of Csptain Pe M. Goodrich, the twe
companies vere organized into the 2d Fleld Signal Battelion, which
was expanded and assigned to the lst Division. The Battalion served

_H.H:thiar“ organisation throughcut the war; and for marny years
. thoreafteore In June, V17, Compagy C landed et 5t. Masaire, being

among whe first American troops %o srrives The other companies
soun followed, and the Bettalion imstalled the first American signal
system 1o France, operstipg it until relieved, The Battalion partie
eipated in all the front line operations of the lst Division in 15164
lerraine, Peuse-Argonne, Picardy, Homtdidierelioyon, Alsne<dars, and
Ste Mintele The Battalion Wes ewarded the Prench Croix de Cuerre
mmmm:mm.uwumwwcm
mendations as a units In addition; its memburs received many indive
iduel citations and decorationse .

pon the return of the lst Division to the United States, the
Battalion participated in the parades of the Divisiom, until it was
assignod o station to Camp Taylor, Kentucky. In 1920 it was moved
%o Camp Uix, Hew Jersey, with the Division, where in February 1521
its dosignation and organization ¥es changed to the 18t Signal Coue
pary. The unit moved to Miller Field in May of that year, retwmed
to Port Ddix for divisional maneuvers and then was permanently assigned
to Camp Vail 22 October 1922, where it was statiomed umtil 1941,
Shortly after the return from Germany the orgamisation existed almost
sololy on paper for some time. The entide rester consisted of two
uwmmummmvmpunm#ﬁ_m s
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in garrison detatls, They vere wsing pigeons for company problems,
Some instrcters were furnished for the Signal Schools

In 1929, with Captain Archie A, Farmer, S. G, Commanding, there
mh&um&lﬂnﬂmﬂiﬁwhﬂmﬁ.wmmm,
Francis E, Kidwell, and Janes S. Willisj one first sergeant, two
master sergesnts, two techmical sergeamts, six staff sergeants, twen-
ty-three sorgeants, twnrty-eight Pre's, and seven privates,

The compary tock part in sumer maneuvers at Camp Dix, New Jere
sey, frem April until July of 1926, They sent detachments during
the year o handls such assigmmenté s the Reserve Officer Training
wmnmmmit,mzm'mmuw;m
communications system % the Cmmp Perry, Chie, Shooting Matches)
mmmmaqumammunmmw-'mmm
York Electrical Showse

At various times in 1927 the lst Division had umits st Camp
Mix for traimng and the Signal Cempany provided detachments for
these operations, In the sumuer the entire company tock part in the
divisional camunication and Mr nENeIverss

mhtmwumwwmuw_wrwm
Division exercises, While there it rebuili the telaphone system at
the Target Rasgs, and installed and eperated ¥ vedis shsiten il telbe
phone system in the campe Inthfﬂlwiumﬁ-muu
bugy a8 usual, engaging in the I Corps Areoa Maneuvers in July at
Camp Dixe On 23 July 1929, Lue Us Le Tounsend relieved Captain
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afmm gh-n the ml d:xr!.m’ the remainder of the
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-tdhhimw and slgo participated o a more linited extent
in nrrhm__m; Thay were using pigecns for company problems.
Scme instwuctars were furnished for the Signal Scheol.

In 1928, with Captein Archie A, Fermer, S. G, Commanding, there
mmﬁecmummmmwhm,wﬂ.mm
Francis E. m,m“&- Willisy one first sergeant, twe
master serpeants, two techmical sergeants, aix stall sergeants, wen=
ty=three sergeants, twcy-eight Prcts, and seven privates,

mcwmmm_mmuwm.mm—
sey, frem April wntil July of 1926, They sent detuchments during
mmwmmwum'mmhm
Progren ot Camp Hlmuvelt, Mew York, frem July to September; the
communications gystem 2% the Camp Perry, M"m Matcheas
and to man Signal equipment exhibits at the Werld's Redioc and lNew
York Electrical Showse

At various times in 1927 the lst Division had unmits st Cawp
Mx for traiming and the Signal Caupany provided detachments fer
theso opsrations, In the summer the entire company took part in the
divisional camumication and at-ﬁ.‘t nANeUverse

mntmwmmuwmmm_wrum
Division exsrcises, While there it rebuilt the telephone wystem at
mru-mw,mmmmmwm-mmmun-
phone system in the caupe mmfmmrwﬂﬁm“u
busy as usael, engaging in the Ii Corps Area Maneuvers in July at
Casp Dixe On 23 July 1929, Lie Us Le Tounsend relieved Captain
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c“pﬂh.nmncﬂpm’mmm, Vy VI; and a Provisienal
Cavalyy Oorps headquarters at Fort Menmouth, OHQ and Adr CHQ were
at ths arsonal at Raritan, lew Jersey.

Signal services for the exercises had been assigned the Slat
Signal Battalion, with the lst Signal Compary attacheds Hearly fowr
timos the available personnel were required to man the scattered
message centers at each of the command poste. To meot this need it
was necessary to train persomnel in a minimum of time. Despite this
handicap, 27,269 nessages were handled in seven days and ouly three
messages were lost or misdirected, an unusually brilliant record,

In addition, radio lntelligence, radic, wire, and metecrological funce
tions were handled successfully. Following the conclusion of the
exarcises, Genersl MacArthwr made his critique at the theater at Fort
Mormouth, covering all phases of the operation,

The largest Amyy mansuvers since the war vere held in the Pine
Camp area of upper New York state in 1935, Comwanded by Lte Colonel
Harry C. Ingles, the Sist Signal Battalion, and the 1st Signal Come
pary abttached, installed all coammumications. Actual operations came
under the cammand of Major Stephen H. Sherrill, who todk over on
16 Mmgust, Just prior to the beginuing of the maneavers and continmued
in cammand untdl 30 June 1938. The Amy, Corps, and umpire nets were
installed, using 177 miles of bare copper, 126 miles of tulsted pair
field wire, and £260 feoet of lsadecovered, multiple pair overhead
cable, Colonel Alvin Ce Vords, as Signal Offlcer, directed the come
munications, which included radic intelligence work at three differe
ent intercept locations,

The Second Army mansuvers in 1936 were in two sections, The V

Corps, at Port Knox, Ksntucky, cperated independently of VI Corps

t 5
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uit.hmm. distribution into the thves division arca was et upe
i mdi;rihuhun gysten was installed in the entire thnes divisien
M ALL of this work in Ooorgla was preliminary to varicus manouvers

' Sominaiing with full scale Amy mancuvers in the sabime River area of
touisiena wnd Texas in May 1940, .

The lst Signal Conpany returned to Fort Mommouth im July 2940
and ebarted suphiblous training on & small scale, malnbeining 1isisen
with the Atlantic Fleet Auphibious Ferce at Narfdlk, Virginia, Pree
parations began Zer First Any manouvers which were held in narthorn
New Yorics

on 17 Jamary 19U the 1st Signal Caspmy, after 19 yews ab
Fort lMommouth, departed to Join the lot Divisicn at Fort Devius,
Massachusette, The {irst unit to move ipte the now pormanent ststion
of the Division, it was aduirably prepared, beth in training and equip-
ment, for field gervices Meeting difficult mameuver provlems with
deitness smd precision, the company had demomstrated thut the Signal
Corps wes prepared %o meot even the fluld conditiois accampaiying

mechanigzed warfare.

Ab Fort Devens, 10 February 1942, the camand of the lst Signal
Coupany passed fram Capbain David Fe Glbbe to Lbe George Be Pickets,
who took the unmit overseas as Diwvisicn Signal Officer, and so served
until after the war, Subsequent histoary of the compary includss
participation in the North African imvasiom, the D Day landing at
Oran and operationd in Horth Africaj D Dey landing at Sicily, Sieci-
1ian eperstionsy D Tay lending at Nommandy, and threughout the Burce
pean campalgne ;

The lst Signal Capany, at this writing, (December 1953) iz as-
signed to the lst Infantry Division and stationed in Cermany.
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Y FIRST SIGNLL COMPANY
lst U.S. Infantry Division

A.P.0. #1, New York, N. Y.
21 May 1943.
Subjeet: Historieal Record, First Signsl Company.
TOs Chief Signel Officer, Washington, D. GC. (Thru Channels)

l. g. The First Signal Compeny was originally organized on 27 July
189€ as Companies "4" and “D*, Signal Corps., and as Compenies "A™ and “D*
saw service in Porto Rico during the Spanish-American War. Compenies “A™ and
“D* subsequently became Compenies "A" and "B" gecond Field Signsl Battalion
on it's orgenizstion, and served in France such during the World War. The
Second Field Signel Battslion as & unit of the First Division participated in
the following battles while in France: Lorraine, Meuse-&rgonne, Plcardy,
Montidier-Noyon, Aisne-Merne, and St. Mihiel. During the World War, the Sec-
ond Field Signal Bsttzlion was awerded the French Crcix De Guerre with two
Felms and & Gold Star,

b. On February 10, 1921, the Second Field Battalion while
stetioned at Camp Dix, New Jersey, was re-designated the First Signal Com-
pany. About 140 men were transferred from the company to other units of the
Divigion lesving sbout 150 men in the company.

¢. Under the provisicn of General Orders No. 16, War Depertment
dated 1921, as amended, the First Signal Compeny is entitled to bear on it's
Company Fike, silver bands with the following inseriptions:

openish-&merican Wer; Porto Rico.
fiorld Warj; Lorraine, Picardy, lMontidier-Neyon, St.
Wihiel, Aisne-kisrne, and Meuse-argonne.

d. Under provisions of Circuler No. 1, War Department dated
1927, The First Signel Company is entitled to bear streszmers on it's company
Fike in colors of the ribbon of the French Groix De Guerre with the follow-
ing insecriptions:

Lorraine, 4Lisne-lisrne, lMeuse-irgonne, and FPicardy.

2. 8. In Nay 1921, the Compeny changed station, moving to Miller
Field, Staten Island, New York during the summer. The Company returned to
Cemp Dix, New York for & Division maneuver.

b. In October 1922, the Company was permanently staticned at
Cemp 41fred Veil, New Jersey. The camp being changed to Fort Monmouth on
bugust 6, 1925,

c. During the period 1922 to 1941, the Company remsined at
Fort Monmouth and pertieipating in maneuvers.

d., On Janusry 17, 1941, the First Infantry Division re-assem-
bled at Fort Devens, Mass. During the period following, it went into extensive

(1)




" Historical Record, Firs‘ignnl Compeny, (cont'd) ‘

treining ineluding field msneuvers in North Carclina in October and Novenber
1941, landing meneuvers of North Cerclina in July and &ugust 1941 &nd = prac-
tice landing at Fort Story, Va. in Jamuary 1942,

2. (cont'd)

&. In February 1942, the Division moved to Camp Blending,
Florids, The Signal Company moving by motor. In June 1942 the First
Division perticipsted in & combined demonstration of Infantry, Tank, and
4ir warfare and upon completion, moved by train to Indientown Gap, Pe.,
gtaging for over seas.

L+ On dugust 2, 1942, the Company and First Division embarked
on Queen Mary and arrived in Scotland five (5) days later taking up camp
at Tidworth, England.

3. During the following pericd till October, the First Signal
Compeny trained and prepared for the invesion of Oran, North &4frica which
toock place November 8, 1942, to November 10, 1942. The following cesuslities
resulted:
Dead - NOHNE
Wounded - NONE
Injured - One officer (bost landing acecident)

4+ 8+ Following the Oran Battle, the Division with the Signal
Company moved to vieinity St. Berbe du Tlelat where it remeined till Jan-
uary 22, 1943. On this date, the First Signal Company moved up to the
battle sres at Maktsr, Tunisia. On the 29-30 Januery, from February 1
to February 18, the First Signal Compsny furnished communications in the
Vie Ousseltia Valley for the Division which was comprised of 16th CT and
Seven (7) French Bsttelions and opersted under French XIX Corps.

b. From 18, 1943 till the end of the Tunisian campaign, May
14, 1943, its movements sree follows:

19-20 February 1943 vic Kessra, Tunisis, Combat Zone.
20=-25 Februsry 1943 Kegerine Pass, Tunisia, Combat Zone,
25=  February 1943
9 Merch 1943 Bou Khadra, 4lgier, Hest camp.

10-16 March 1943 Eou Chebka, &lgier, Concealed Eivouac.
17-20 March 1943 Gafsa, Tunisia, 4dssault and occupation.
£21=  March 1943

8 April 1943 El Guettar, Tunisia, Battle of El Guettar.

9-17 April 1943 Bou Khadra, Rest Area.

18-22 April 1943 Vic Beja, Tunisia, Defensive sector
23- April 1943

10 May 1943 Between Beja & Mateur, Combat Ares.

(2)



Historical Kecord, Fit“ Signel Company. (cont'd) .

g. During the Tunisisn Campsign, the battle casualities were;

Dead - Tech. 5th Grede Natoli, Giovanni, Redio Section.
Frivete Clymer, Hussell, Construction Section.
Missing - NONE

Wounded = Znd Lt. ARTHUR E. DICKS ceriously
Pvt. Johnson, D.S. Seriously
Pfe. Johnson, W.V, Seriocusly
1st Lt, LED ROSENMAN Slightly
Sgt. Weatherford, H.E. Slightly
Tech. 5th Grade Colangelo, S. Slightly
Tech. 5th Grade Kidd, J. S5lightly
Ffe. Layne, O. Slightly

411 casuslities occurred from enemy dive bombing attacks
on May 17. The company returned to vic Oran, 4lgiers.

5. Officers commanding First 3ignal Company:

Capt. DAVID P. GIBBS Adugust 1940 - Feb, 15, 1942,
Cept. GEOHGE E, PICKETT Feb. 15, 1942 - Aprdil 11, 1942
Capt. GLEN 5. WATERMAN Lpril 11, 1942 - May 21, 1943

6. Commendation for the First Signel Company on 27 February 1943
from Mej. Gen. TERRY ALLEN, Commending General, First Infantry Division "For
the splendid menner in which you heve performed your duties since arrival in

Africs ™

7. oilver Star awards were mede to the following men for gallantry
in action in holding off an enemy air attack:

Pfe. Daniel S. Johnson
Pvt, 4rthur 5. Lokos

/8/ Glen 5. Waterman
GLEN 5. WATEEMAN,

Capt., 1lst Signal Co.,
Commanding.

(3)
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“ mv ember 1957

The first Signsl Compeny remeined st Fort Monmouth until Jenuary 1941.
For several years during the pericd between world wars the First Signel
Company was the only tactical Signal Corps unit esst of the Mississippi
River. MAs such it perticipeted in many msneuvers often severzl at the same
time. For exemple during the summer of 1998 there were detachments at Fort
Encx, Cemp Perry, Pine Cemp, Fort Dix and the Army War College. DBuring the
latter yeers of the 1930's the 51st Sig PBn, which had been associsted
directly with the Sig C School was reorgenized and equipped to where it
took over & good portiom of the maneuver loed which formerly fell on the
lst Sign=l Co.

4fter World War II broke out in Europe, specifically on 17 Oct 1939, —
the lst Sign=l Co deprzted from Fort Monmouth, joining the remsinder of
the First Division on the highway mear Philadelphia for the march to Fort
Benning, Georgia. The compeny wes absent from Fort Monmouth until the
following July (1940). During the remeinder of 1939 the Company participated
in the building of the First Division's encampment on the Fort Benning
reservetion. Included in the missions performed by the compeny st this
time were construction of & E-Jﬂ;pin arm open wire line from Columbus
Georgia using poles cut & trimmed by troops of the First Division. Also
constructed wes an additional 2-16 pin erm lead from the main post to
Hermony church. In addition & power distribution system wss instslled into
the entire three division esree and a large telephone switchbosrd wss
installed at Hermony Churech with lesd eable distribution inte the three
division area. All of the above was preliminary to various meneuvers
terminating with full scele Army meneuvers in the J@bine River zres of
Loviziane and Texsz in May 1940,

After returning to Fort Monmouth in July 1940. The Company started
amphibious training on & smell scele, meinteining lisison with the Atlantie
Fleet emphibious Force =t Norfolk, Virginia. Almost immedistely after the
return from Georgis preparstions begen for First Army maneuvers which were
held in Northern New York.

In Jenuary 1941, the Company was the first unit to move into the new
permanent ststion of the First Division at Camp Devens, Mess. During the
following year there was one exemise after another as the Division was
assigned to trsin both with the First Army and the Atlantic Fleet Amphibious
forece. The latter trzining culminated in the landing of the entire division
at Fort Ste€y, Virginia during Jenuary 1942, (following Pearl Harbor) at
which time enemy submarines were active in the area.

In February 1942 the lst Signal Company moved as part of the First
Diviegion to Camp Blending, Floride. The commend of the First Signal Company
passed at Fort Devens, Mass on 10 Feb 1942 from Capt David P. Gibbs to Lt
Geo E. Pickpett. The ldtter took the unit overseas as Division Signel
Officer, and so served until after the war. The Company perticipsted in
the D-Day lending st Cran, operations in North Afries, D-Day landing at
Sicily, Sicilien operations, DfDay lending ¢t Normandy and throughout
the Europeen Cempeign. The first Signsl Compeny, essigned to the First
Infentry Division is still in Germeny st this writing. / -




