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 Business Card size attached to the front of the letter

SPBSS 201 – Van Horn, J.H.  (O)                          






            21 September 1945
SUBJECT:
Recommended Award for Colonel James Hatch Van Horn, U.S. Army Retired (01996)

TO:

Commanding General 



Army Service Forces



Washington 25, D.C.



ATTN: Chief Signal Officer

THRU:

Deputy Chief of Staff for Service Commands



Washington 25, D.C.

1.
It is recommended that the Legion of Merit decoration be awarded Colonel James Hatch Van Horn, U.S. Army, Retired, (01996), in recognition of outstanding services performed by him while on active duty as a member of this Command.

2. Pertinent data upon which this recommendation is based follows:

a. Colonel Van Horn occupied the position of Signal Officer of this Command from 1 July 1937 until 30 September 1943, at which time he entered upon his terminal leave preceding retirement from active duty on account of age.

b. The period covered by this officer’s service in this headquarters was not only during which the normal difficulties of wartime expansion were prevalent, but one presenting unusual and difficult problems of Signal communication to this headquarters. In the early days of the emergency military communications were obviously inadequate to serve the enormously expanding military establishment. It was imperative that planning and installation of vital and indispensable [w__] and radio systems keep pace with and frequently anticipate the needs of such [a mission]. The immediate responsibility for planning, supervision, and coordination of the extensive program charged to this headquarters rested with Colonel Van Horn. As a direct result of his superior judgment, untiring efforts, and unusual qualities of leadership, the various projects were completed successfully and on time.
c. Of major importance were the Signal facilities needed in Eastern Canada, Labrador and Baffin Island, to serve the North Atlantic Ferrying route. Under Colonel Van Horn’s expert guidance these installations were established in spite of a lack of equipment, material and trained men, limitations in time, and under serious handicap of extremely unfavorable weather conditions. Some details are presented in Exhibit “A” enclosed.
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d. The strengthening and expansion of coastal defence for the New England area from Maine to Long Island Sound presented problems and difficulties which could only be met by exceptionally meritorious service on the part of  the Signal Officer. Their solution was accomplished by Colonel Van Horn and resulted in probably the most extensive and complete communications system for coastal defenses in the United States. Exhibit “B” is included to show briefly this project.

3. In addition to the specific instances cited above, I consider the services of Colonel Van Horn, as a member of my Command, outstanding in their entirety. This officer not only met the normal problems of wartime service through superior performance of duty but rendered exceptionally meritorious service in such a manner as to provide Signal communication urgently needed by this Command in direct support of the war effort. Under the conditions prevalent, these communications could have only been provided by outstanding leadership above and beyond superior performance of duty. He earned for himself the highest esteem and respect of his subordinates and all agencies throughout the Service Command, both military and civilian, with whom he came in contact.
4. Recommended text of citation is attached hereto.

Sherman L. Miles

Major General, U.S. Army

Commanding

3 Incls. 

1. Exhibit “A”

2. Exhibit “B”

3. Citation

[Please note that this has been converted from a copy. The original copy had some parts that were blurred in section 2a. The [ ] material is the material that is blurred as best as could be made out while reproducing the copy into a typewritten form.
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THE ADJUTANT GENERAL’S OFFICE

IN REPLY, fzn:n O “/
Ly - /ASHINGTON 25, D. C.

CITATION FOR LEGICN OF MERIT
Colonel James H. Van Horn performed exceptionally meritorious ser-
vices during the period September 1939 to September 1943, as Chief of
the Signal Branch and Signal Officer of the First Service Comar;
Under his direction fixed signal communication systems covering Eastern
Ganada, Greenland and Iceland were successfully installed in spite'iof.
great difficulties and lack of time. Radio stations for communication,
for direction finding and radio aids to navigation were placed in many
localities. Wire communication between separated installations.:
administrative systems within camps or air flslds were \ngt,n:,ct
_ Colonel Van Horn's exceptional legdership and’outstandi ,«,‘%efforts wege
directly responsible for the successful accomplishment of sritical and
important work at a time when it was urgently needed.





