Fort Monmouth Virtual Tour
Welcome to Fort Monmouth, NJ, home of the United States Army CECOM Life Cycle Management Command. 
Fort Monmouth is located a few miles west of the "Jersey Shore," one hour south of New York City and an hour and a half east of Philadelphia. Several major rail and air hubs are easily accessible from the post. Nearby Maguire Air Force Base and Fort Dix provide the acreage for large-scale experimentation. 
This windshield tour will follow a circular route around Fort Monmouth proper, concluding at the Charles Wood Area west of Main Post. 
The West Gate, or Johnston Gate, is located at the intersection of Routes 35 and 537 in Eatontown. It marks the most utilized entrance to the Main Post. As you drive through the gate, an information area for visitors where one can find maps, phone numbers, and telephones is on your right.
 The Johnston Gate is named for COL Gordon Johnston. COL Johnston first enlisted in the Army in 1898 and served with the Infantry in the Philippine Insurrection. He joined the Signal Corps in 1903 and received the Congressional Medal of Honor for gallantry in battle.
Upon driving through the Johnston Gate, you will find yourself on the Avenue of Memories. The monuments and trees lining the Avenue of Memories pay homage to the Signal Corps Soldiers who gave their lives during WWII. 
The Avenue was dedicated in April 1949 when the first marker was placed in memory of MAJ Edmund P. Karr. Originally designated as “Memorial Drive,” new markers and trees have been added over the years. On Memorial Day, 1999, the Fort Monmouth community re-affirmed its commitment to those Soldiers honored on the Avenue of Memories.
The 1200 Area is on your left as you drive along the Avenue of Memories. The Hemphill Parade Ground is located behind Buildings 1200-1202.
The Parade Grounds are named for COL John E. Hemphill, Commanding Officer of Camp Alfred Vail from December 1920 - August 1925. COL Hemphill was instrumental in getting the camp designated a permanent post. He died 17 August 1948.
While Buildings 1200-1205 were completed around 1953 as 500 man barracks for the Signal School, they currently house Command and Control Systems, Avionics, of the Logistics and Readiness Center; the Deputy Chief of Staff for Intelligence, and Intelligence, Electronic Warfare and Sensors of the Logistics and Readiness Center; the Communications Directorate of the Logistics and Readiness Center; the Federal Bureau of Investigation; and the United States Military Academy Preparatory School, respectively.
Moving along the Avenue of Memories, Pruden Auditorium, or Building 1206, was dedicated in 1987 to LTC Aldred A. Pruden. LTC Pruden is known as the father of the U.S. Army Chaplain School.
Next to Pruden Auditorium is Mallette Hall, or Building 1207. Mallette Hall is currently the Headquarters building of the CECOM Life Cycle Management Command. It houses the Command Group, the Deputy Chief of Staff for Operations and Plans, the Public Affairs Office, Legal, Protocol and the Deputy Chief of Staff for Command, Control, Communications, Computers, and Intelligence. 
Mallette Hall is named for Lieutenant General Alfred J. Mallette, Commander of the Communications-Electronics Command from 10 July 1990-22 July 1992.
Behind Mallette Hall, Building 1208 currently houses the Acquisition Center and the headquarters of the Logistics and Readiness Center. In 1989 it was dedicated to LTC Allen Allensworth. LTC Allensworth was a former slave who went on to reach the highest military rank bestowed upon an African American to that date. 
The 1200 Area is also home to Building 1209, formerly Garrison Headquarters and currently home to the Logistics and Engineering Operations of the Logistics and Readiness Center and the Operations Center, OC; Building 1210, the Software Engineering Center and Kathy’s Catering; Building 1212, United States Military Academy Preparatory School; and Buildings 1213 and 1214, the Software Engineering Center, SEC. 
Continuing along the Avenue of Memories, Vail Hall emerges on your right. Vail Hall, or Building 1150, is the home of the Directorate of Information Management and the Information Technology Services Directorate, ITSD.
The building was constructed in 1952 and is named for Alfred Vail (1807-1859), the distinguished New Jersey inventor whose great mechanical and financial contributions to wire communications substantially accelerated the first experiments in telegraphy. Vail was a close associate of Samuel Morse. 
As you exit the 1200 Area, the Expo Theater, Building 1215, is on your left. 
Just past the Expo Theater is Dean Field. It was dedicated on 19 May 1959 and named in honor of SGT William H. Dean, Jr., a member of Headquarters Company 3rd Battalion, 330th Infantry. SGT Dean was killed in action on 7 December 1944 in Germany. 
Soldiers Park is located at the intersection of the Avenue of Memories and Wilson Avenue, opposite the Bowling Center. It is dedicated to “the Fort Monmouth Soldiers and civilians who deployed and fought worldwide, and to the families who kept the home fires burning bright.”
The Avenue of Memories turns into Saltzman Avenue. Major General Charles M. Saltzman, Chief Signal Officer (1924-1928), served under President Hoover as chairman of the Federal Radio Commission and was instrumental in laying the groundwork for the Federal Communications Commission. General Order 8, 22 March 1943, designated Saltzman Avenue.
If you continue along Saltzman Avenue, the Van Deusen Library, Building 502, will be on your left. The building commemorates the 37-year Army career of MG George Lane Van Deusen. 
MG Van Deusen graduated top in his class from the U.S. Military Academy in 1909. He served in various capacities at Fort Monmouth, his last being that of Commanding General of the Eastern Signal Corps Training Center. The building was dedicated on 21 June 1977, the 117th anniversary of the United States Signal Corps.
The D-Day Memorial can be found in front of the Van Deusen Library. It commemorates the 40th Anniversary of D-Day. 
The Physical Fitness Center, Building 114, is located across the street from the Van Deusen Library. It is named for Lieutenant Colonel Reuben Abramowitz, who served at Fort Monmouth from 1921-1949 as a radio instructor. It is said that LTC Abramowitz’s innovative methods of training radio operators impacted every man trained during and after World War II.
If you were to make a right on Malterer Avenue after Abramowitz Hall, you would find the Fort Monmouth shopping area. This area includes Building 1000, the Post Exchange; Building 1002, the barbershop; Building 1003, the dry cleaners; Building 1005, the Post Office; Building 1006, the First Atlantic Federal Credit Union; Building 1007, the Commissary; and Building 1010, Morale, Welfare, and Recreation’s Tickets and Tours. 
Continuing straight along Saltzman Avenue, you will find Armstrong Hall, Building 551. The building serves as the Education Center of Fort Monmouth. 
The building is named for Major Edwin Howard Armstrong, a scientist and Soldier of the U.S. Army Signal Corps. Much of his work concentrated on the development of FM radio technology. Major Armstrong, who held 42 patents, allowed the free use of them by the Army during WWII. 
Continuing along Saltzman Avenue, you will see NCO Housing on your right. To your left is Greely Field.
Located between Sherrill and Saltzman Avenues, Greely Field is named for MG Adolphus W. Greely, Chief Signal Officer from 1887-1906. MG Greely led the Signal Corps expedition to the Arctic in 1881. The field is the site of the World War II Memorial. It is located on the infield of the old Monmouth Park Racetrack.
Russel Hall, Building 286, is located at the end of Greely Field. It was built from 1934-1936 as Headquarters for the Signal Center and Fort Monmouth. The building originally provided space for the post library, chaplain’s office, telephone switchboard rooms, a court martial room, classrooms, and a large map and war game room. 
Today, the building serves as the Garrison Headquarters. Russel Hall is named for MG Edgar Russel, Chief Signal Officer, American Expeditionary Force, World War I.
As you pass Russel Hall, Kaplan Hall is on your right. Once the site of the post theater, Kaplan Hall, Building 275, now houses the U.S. Army Communications- Electronics Museum. The theater opened in 1933 with funds from the Army Motion Picture Service, and is named for MAJ Benjamin Kaplan (1902-1952). MAJ Kaplan was the post engineer who oversaw construction of the Historic District.
As Saltzman Avenue turns into Hildreth Avenue, Cowan Park appears on your left. The Park was dedicated on 24 June 1961. Cowan Park memorializes COL Arthur S. Cowan, who commanded the Signal Corps Camp at Little Silver, NJ from 16 September 1917- 28 June 1918 and Fort Monmouth from 2 September 1929- 30 April 1937. 
COL Cowan is credited with consolidating the Signal Corps Laboratories and remembered for his astute leadership during the formative years of the Signal School. 
As you continue on Hildreth Avenue, Barker Circle appears on your right. Four red brick barracks were completed on what would become Barker Circle in 1927. General Order 56, 2 December 1942, designated Barker Circle in honor of Cadet Ernest S. Barker, United States Military Academy, who died during a training flight accident at West Point.
Barnes Hall is located on the south side of Barker Circle. The building, Building 208, was dedicated on 7 February 1951 in honor of SGT Will Croft Barnes, Signal Corps. SGT Barnes received the Medal of Honor for bravery in action at Fort Apache, AZ, September 1881. 
Continuing along Hildreth Avenue, the East Gate, or Hartmann Gate, marks the entrance to the post from Oceanport Avenue. It was dedicated in June 1962. 
The gate is named for COL Carl F. Hartmann, the first Commanding Officer of the Signal Corps Camp at Little Silver, New Jersey, from 17 June 1917- 12 July 1917.
Going out the East Gate brings you to the 400 Area across Oceanport Avenue. The 400 Area was originally the site of the airfield opened and operated on behalf of the Signal Corps Labs by the 122nd Aero Squadron.
The site then included four hangers, the last of which was razed in 1983. Following the departure of the 122nd in 1918 and until the completion of the 1200 Area in 1953, the hangars served as classroom buildings for the Signal School. Before and after its service as an airfield, the site also functioned as a polo field. 
Today, the site is home to a variety of activities to include the Visitor Control Center, the Make it Happen Center, Central Receiving, the Self Service Supply Center, the hazardous waste storage facility, the NJ National Guard Recruiting Office, the U.S. Army Audit Agency, and the American Federation of Government Employees Local 1904. 
Entering the East Gate on Russel Ave, you will see Officer Family Housing on your right. As you merge onto Sherrill Avenue you will again see Greely Field, this time to your left.
The WWII Memorial on this side of Greely Field was constructed in 1952 and dedicated to those members of the Signal Corps who gave their lives during WWII. A large number donors contributed to the building the monument, including relatives and friends of the honored dead and members of Fort Monmouth and other installations. 
To your left, you can see the chapel, Building 500. The Chapel was built in 1962 and faces Malterer Avenue.
As you continue along Sherrill Avenue, you come across Dunwoody Park. This Park was named in memory of BG Henry H.C. Dunwoody (1842- 1933). BG Dunwoody was the Chief Signal Officer in Cuba from 22 December 1898- 24 May 1901. Under his leadership, the U.S. Army reconstructed, extended, and modernized the entire Cuban Telegraph System. Dunwoody Park is the site of the granite Spanish-American War Memorial. 
The U.S. Veteran Signal Corps Association, Spanish War Division, presented the memorial to Fort Monmouth at their 50th Annual Reunion on 22 September 1950. 
Squier Hall, Building 283, appears on your right just after Dunwoody Park. The building was completed in March 1935. It housed the headquarters of the Signal Corps Engineering Laboratory from 1945-1955, and later the Academic Building, Officers’ Department, the Signal School. 
Squier Hall is currently the site of the Joint Interoperability and Engineering Office, PM Defense Message System-Army, and PMs Defense Communications and Army Switched Systems, Defense Data Network, Digital Switch Systems Modernization Program, Global Positioning System, and Small Computer Program. 
Squier Hall was named in honor of Major General George Owen Squier, Chief Signal Officer, 1917-1923. He is credited with inventing the “wired wireless” basis for the modern carrier system.
The next building after Squier Hall is Smarr Hall. Smarr Hall, Building 291, is currently home to the Readiness Directorate of the Logistics and Readiness Center, Force Modernization Division. The building was dedicated in 1972 to the memory of COL Albert W. Smarr, a Signal School instructor who died in a helicopter crash near Da Nang, Vietnam, in 1972.
As you near the end of Sherrill Avenue, the McAfee Center, Building 600, appears on your left. The Center houses the Intelligence and Information Warfare Directorate, I2WD, of the Communications-Electronics Research, Development, and Engineering Center, CERDEC. It is named for renowned physicist Dr. Walter McAfee. 
Dr. McAfee held numerous supervisory positions during his 42 years at Fort Monmouth. He participated in the now-famous Diana Project, the radar experiment that resulted in our first contact with the moon.
Sherrill Avenue soon turns into North Drive, which can be followed around to Nealis Avenue.  You can then exit the Main Post via the Johnston Gate.
If you exit the Johnston Gate and continue straight along Tinton Avenue, you will approach Gibbs Hall and the Suneagles Golf Course on your left. 
Gibbs Hall, the Officers Club, was constructed as a private country club by Max Phillips in the 1920s. The country club consisted of a clubhouse, which is still largely intact as part of Gibbs Hall; an eighteen-hole golf course, a polo field, and an airfield. The Army acquired the site, along with the rest of the Charles Wood Area, in 1941. Officer housing beyond the clubhouse on Magill Drive was erected between 1949 and 1955.
Gibbs Hall was named in 1950 for Major General George S. Gibbs, who was the Chief Signal Officer from 1928 to 1931.
Continuing along Tinton Avenue past Hope Road, the Charles Wood Area appears on your left. The Charles Wood area consists of 512 acres that were acquired by the Army in 1941 to accommodate the wartime expansion of the Signal Corps Replacement Training Center. Within 90 days of purchase, a cantonment area for 7,000 troops had been constructed. That cantonment area included sixty barracks, eight mess halls, nineteen school buildings, ten office buildings, a recreation hall, a Post Exchange, an infirmary, and a chapel. 
The area was named for LTC Charles W. Wood, Assistant Executive Officer at Fort Monmouth. LTC Wood died suddenly on 1 June 1942 while on temporary duty in Washington. The property was formerly known as the Monmouth County Country Club, originally, Suneagles.
The Chapel, Building 2275, is on your left as you enter the Charles Wood Area off of Tinton Avenue. It was built in 1942. 

The centerpiece of the Charles Wood area is the Myer Center. Also known as "the Hexagon," the Myer Center was constructed in 1954 to house the Signal Corps Labs. The building is missing two of its six sides, purportedly because some of the funds were misappropriated to construct facilities for the Atmospheric Sciences Laboratory at Fort Huachuca, Arizona. The building has recently undergone extensive renovation. It houses the Communications-Electronics Research, Development, and Engineering Center (CERDEC), the Program Executive Office for Command, Control and Communications – Tactical (PEO C3T), the Program Executive Office for Intelligence, Electronic Warfare and Sensors (PEO IEWS), and a Post Restaurant.
The Myer Center was named for the founder of the U.S. Army Signal Corps. While assigned as an assistant surgeon in the Regular Army of the United States, Dr. Albert J. Myer devised a military visual signaling system that was adopted by the Army in 1860. Dr. Myer was appointed Signal Officer of the subsequently created Signal Division, and bestowed the rank of Major. On 3 March 1863, President Abraham Lincoln signed legislation making the Signal Corps a separate military branch. Major Myer was appointed as the first Chief Signal Officer, with the rank of Colonel. He would continue to lead the Signal Corps for two and a half decades. 
This concludes our windshield tour. Please continue viewing for other sites of interest…

Allison Hall, Building 209, was once home to the first permanent hospital building, the U.S. Army Management Agency, and the Satellite Communications Agency. 
It currently houses the Program Manager Defense Communications and Army Transmission Systems, Product Manager Defense Satellite Communications System Terminals, Product Manager Defense Wide Transmission Systems, Army Program Manager Wideband Control, Army Program Manager Digital Communications Satellite Subsystem, Program Manager Wideband Anti-Jam Modem System, and the Communications Center Upgrades and Special Project Office. 
It is located in the northeast corner of the Main Post at the intersection of Barton and Allen Avenues in the Historic District. 
Allison Hall is named for Major General James B. Allison, who was the Commander of Fort Monmouth from 1925-1926, and the Chief Signal Officer of the Army from 1935-1937.
Bijur Hall, Building 361, functions as enlisted quarters. The building is located inside the East Gate on the north side of Allen Avenue near the Officer Family Housing. It was built and dedicated in 1965 to CPT Arthur H. Bijur (1919-1945). CPT Bijur was killed in action on 14 January 1945 on Luzon Island in the Philippines.
Black Hall, the distinguished guest quarters, Building 360, was completed in 1956 and dedicated on 28 June 1957. The building is located inside the East Gate on the south side of Allen Avenue near the Officer Family Housing.

Black Hall is named in memory of BG Garland C. Black. BG Black landed at Normandy as General Bradley’s 12th Army Group Signal Officer and received numerous commendations. The building has also served as Bachelors Quarters and a guesthouse.
Gardner Hall, Building 271, serves as Bachelor Officers Quarters. These quarters were constructed in October 1931 and dedicated for BG John Henry Gardner (1893-1944) on 5 June 1945. Gardner was Director of the Aircraft Signal Service during WWII and served as Assistant Chief, Procurement and Distribution Service, Office of the Chief Signal Officer.
Lane Hall, Building 702, functions as the Community Activity Center. This building was dedicated in 1983, after the old Enlisted Mess Hall that had originally memorialized Lane, dedicated in 1950, was razed.
The new Lane Hall is located on Radio Avenue and memorializes Private Second Class Morgan D. Lane, the first member of the Signal Corps to be awarded the Medal of Honor. 
Medical care at Patterson Army Health Clinic (PAHC) has been available in one form or another since 1958, and continues today as an integral part of the operation of Fort Monmouth. PAHC has the mission of providing ambulatory and preventive health care services to approximately 10,000 eligible beneficiaries. Located in Building 1075, PAHC sees approximately 120 patients per working day.
The primary focus of PAHC is to increase the health and wellness of the population through preventive health services. PAHC also supports two outlying Patterson Army Hospital health clinics: Ainsworth U.S. Army Health Clinic, Fort Hamilton, NY and the Mills Troop Medical Clinic, Fort Dix, NJ. 
The present facility was opened and dedicated in 1958. It is named in honor of Major General Robert Urie Patterson, United States Army Medical Corps, who served the Army with distinction from 1899-1935. 
During World War I, the British, Italian, Czechoslovakian and Serbian governments decorated MG Patterson. He also received the Distinguished Service Medal. He served a four-year term as Surgeon General of the Army and retired in 1935. 
The new Fort Monmouth Community-Based Outpatient Clinic (CBOC) opened on 21 July 2004. The CBOC encompasses 6,200 square feet on the third-floor wing of the Fort Monmouth Patterson Army Health Clinic. 
Scriven Hall is named for Brigadier General George P. Scriven, Chief Signal Officer from 1913-1917. BG Scriven pioneered the development of the Army Air Service.

The Augenstine Memorial is located just south of Barker Circle and was dedicated in 1951. The bench and its plaque originally had a background of three dogwood trees. 

The bench memorializes Chief Warrant Officer Edwin Daniel Augenstine, a native of West Long Branch, NJ with over 17 years of Army service. Augenstine served at Fort Monmouth from 1936 to 1942, and then deployed to Europe and Manila, where he died in November 1945.
Husky Brook Pond is located in the southernmost portion of Fort Monmouth. It underwent a massive cleanup from 1966 through the early 1970s that sought to convert a ten-acre wasteland into a handsome, useful recreation area. Today, the area boasts several picnic sites and tranquil views.
Jagger Park is located in the Officer Family Housing area to the North of the East Gate entrance. It is named for 1LT H.R. Jagger, 304th Field Signal Battalion, 79th Division. LT Jagger was killed in action in France in 1918.
The Purple Heart Memorial is dedicated to the recipients of the nation’s oldest military decoration. It is located in Van Kirk Park.
Van Kirk Park is located between Brewer and Malterer Avenues, opposite the post field house. It was dedicated 26 November 1951 and is named in memory of John Stewart Van Kirk, a lieutenant with the 1st Armored Signal Company, 1st Armored Division. 
Van Kirk was killed in action on 30 November 1942 in North Africa. The Park is also the site of the Purple Heart Memorial.
Voris Park is located between Russel and Allen Avenues immediately west of Jagger Park in the Officer Family Housing Area to the north of the East Gate entrance. The park was dedicated on 27 September 1957 and is named for COL Alvin C. Voris. COL Voris was Post Commander from 30 April 1937- 1 July 1938.
This concludes the final segment of our tour. We trust you have enjoyed your trip. Please contact the Historical Office with any questions you may have. Thank you. 
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