Whitey Ford and the Famous Fort Folk
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(Note: This article appeared in the 4 June 2004 Monmouth Message)

What do baseball Hall of Famer “Whitey” Ford, actors Tony Randall and Adam West, director John W. Rogers, former First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt, entertainer Bob Hope, convicted spy Julius Rosenberg, and former Senator Joseph McCarthy all have in common? 

They all spent time here at Fort Monmouth. 

Baseball legend Edward Charles “Whitey” Ford (1928-  ) had the best winning percentage (.690) of any twentieth century pitcher. He won the prestigious Cy Young award in 1961, and was elected to the Baseball Hall of Fame in 1974. He has the most career wins of any New York Yankee.
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But before any of this, Whitey Ford served in the United States Army as a Private in the Signal Corps right here at Fort Monmouth. On April 17, 1951, Whitey Ford tossed out the first pitch against the Red Sox at Yankee Stadium dressed in an Army uniform. 

He would then spend the 1951 and 1952 seasons in the service during the Korean War. 

Many of his fellow players also donned uniforms during the conflict. The Red Sox’s Ted Williams, the Yankees’ Dorrel Norman Elvert “Whitey” Herzog and Don Larson, the Dodgers’ Don Newcombe, the Giants’ Willie Mays, and the Phillies’ Curt Simmons all answered Uncle Sam’s call. 

However, only Whitey Ford had the distinction of having served here on post.  Known as the  “money pitcher” he played in 20 games as pitcher and 20 games as an outfielder while here. 

According to Ford, “Army life was rough. Would you believe it, they actually wanted me to pitch three times a week.”

Whitey Ford, the so-called “Chairman of the Board,” is not the only famous personality to be stationed at Fort Monmouth. Radio, television, screen and stage star Tony Randall (1920-2004), best known for his reoccurring role as Felix Unger in “the Odd Couple,” served at Fort Monmouth during World War II from 1942-1946. He served as a private in the Signal Corps, attended the Officer Candidate School, and was discharged as a Lieutenant. 

Adam West (1928-  ), better known as television’s Batman, served two years in the Army. During those two years he worked on television, first at San Luis Obispo, CA, and eventually at Fort Monmouth. 

John W. Rogers (1916-1999), Associate Producer of the Mission Impossible television series, joined the Signal Corps and was stationed here in 1942. He came to the Fort despite being offered a lucrative project by United Artists Studio. 
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In addition to the celebrity soldiers who served here, many other celebrities and dignitaries have also visited the Fort to boost morale and show their support for the important work done here. 

Former First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt (1884-1962) visited the Signal School at Fort Monmouth in 1943. 

Legendary entertainer Bob Hope (1903- 2003) broadcast almost every one of his weekly Pepsodent Shows from an Armed Forces installation in the United States. One of Hope's first five broadcasts in 1945 was aired from Fort Monmouth. Hope’s dedication to our nation’s troops would eventually lead to his being named an honorary veteran by Congress in 1997.  

In contrast to those who came to honor the Fort, some helped to bring scandal.  

Convicted spy Julius Rosenberg (1918-1953) worked as a radar inspector at Fort Monmouth from 1942-1943 before his execution in 1953. He is reported to have stolen radar secrets critical to the nation’s defense while here.

This subversion led to Senator Joseph McCarthy’s (1908-1957) arrival at Fort Monmouth in that same year. He asserted that Fort Monmouth was a “house of spies” and that a spy ring was operating from within. The military denounced this claim. 

Fort Monmouth’s colorful history is evident in the personalities, both celebrated and notorious, who spent time here.


Whitey Ford is the blond man sticking his head out of the bus window. Photo courtesy of the U.S. Army Communications-Electronic Museum.





Eleanor Roosevelt tours the Signal School with General Van Deusen, 1943.


U.S. Army Photo.











